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AKIVA CHAI-LIGHTS 
לייטס-עקיבא חי  

A Weekly Bulletin From Akiva Hebrew Day School 

This week, Akiva participated in 
Detroit’s second annual Magen Yeladim  
International Safety Kid  Program. The 
program, which was introduced to 
Akiva and the greater Detroit 
community by Jewish Family Service 
last year, presents students with age 
appropriate scenarios and reminders for 
practicing safe habits and identifying 
potential harmful situations at home, at 
school and in other locations. Our 
students were introduced to the ABCD's 
of Safety, which are : 
 

A: Ask for Help, B: Bring a Friend, C: 
Check First, and D: Do Tell. (3rd 
through 5th Grade was also introduced 
to E: Explore the Internet Safely) 
 

These four (or five) safety points give 
children the precautionary tools to 
prevent potential abuse and ensure 
their level of comfort in an array of 
scenarios. The students discussed 
everyday situations in which they would 

use the ABCD rules of safety. Morah O 
(Sharon Ozrovitz), Tova Slome, and 
Rabbi Shmuel Winters (who were 
trained in an intensive 3-day workshop 
last year) led the classroom 
demonstrations and guided a discussion 
on who would be a safe helper at home, 
in school, and who would be considered 
a trusted adult.  
 

The program was once again well 
received. Mrs. Miodownik, our ECC and 
Elementary School Social Worker, 
noted that our 3rd Grade girls excitedly 
commented that they remembered the 
ABCD’s of safety from the Safety Kid 
demonstration last year and were eager 
to hear this year’s presentation.  
 

This is an opportune time for parents to 
have follow-up conversations with their 
children regarding safe habits and 
identifying safe adults. For additional 
resources and information, feel free to 
contact Elana Miodownik.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates: 

 
2nd Grade Mesibat Chumash 
Sunday, May 22nd 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Events Day (Grades 1-8) 
Wednesday, May 25th 
9:00—11:00 a.m. 
 

High School Evening of the 
Arts & Dinner 
Wednesday, June 1st 
5:30 Dinner 
7:00 Art Displays 

 
High School Graduation 
Monday, June 6th 
7:00 p.m. 
Community Arts Auditorium at 
Wayne State University  

Magen Yeladim Safety Kids: Back for Year 2 

Mrs. Sharon Ozrovitz, Rabbi Shmuel Winters and Mrs. Tova Slome remind students the ABCD’s of Safety through the 

Magen Yeladim Safey Kid Program  
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Chidon HaTanach 

Healthy spending habits and 
proper financial planning are 

crucial life skills appropriate for 
all ages. Our 11th Graders 

enjoyed a visit from Ms. Reda 
Nafso from Jewish Vocational 
Services, who addressed our 

students on healthy spending 
habits and discussed the 

importance of saving money and 
planning for the future. Thank 
you to JVS, NCJW and Kathy 

Sklar for bringing “Money 
Matters Workshops” to Akiva.  

Rabbi Nemes and the Chidon HaTanach (Bible Contest) team traveled to New York for 
the National Finals, where they competed against students from schools across the 
country, all united by their love of learning Tanach.  Akiva participants, Shira Schon 
(7th Grade), Jaden Jubas (7th Grade), Lev Erschler (7th Grade) and Yonah Kelman 
(6th Grade) were part of the 150 students accepted to participate out of 400 
applicants! In order to participate, our students were well versed and tested in 
numerous Sefarim throughout Tanach including Vayikra, Bamidbar, Shmuel, Ezra and 
Nechemia. Our Akiva representatives did a fantastic job!  Kol HaKavod to our Chidon 
HaTanach participants and to the program coordinator, Akiva alumnus Dovi Nadel.   

Akiva 8th Graders showed their national pride this week as they took Washington 
DC by storm! The 8th Grade’s packed itinerary included a visit to the White House,  
Pentagon, 9/11 Memorial, Arlington National Cemetery, DC archives, Smithsonian, 
Holocaust Museum, a tour of the Capital, Supreme Court and Library of Congress, 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington and a night walking tour of the 
monuments. Of course, the trip would not be 
completed without a visit to Max’s, Charbar 
and Krispy Kreme. Thank you to our fearless 
chaperones Rabbi Leib, Mrs. Doppelt, Meir, 
Coral and Reut for accompanying our students 
on this memorable excursion.  

8th Grade DC Trip  
Money Matters 

Workshop 

Akiva students 

participate in 

National Chidon 

HaTanach 

coordinated by 

Akiva Alumnus, 

Dovi Nadel 



Dvar Torah—Parshat Emor 
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There is a lot of counting going on in our house these days. My 
children have started the official count down until the last day 
of school and have hung the traditional “end of year” calendar 
on the wall, crossing each day off as it passes by. They have 
written the date of last day of school in bold and are eagerly 
anticipating the first day of summer vacation. 
 
At the same time, we are trying to keep track of another count
- that of Sefirat HaOmer. Each night we count another day from 
the holiday of Pesach to Shavuot. As it says in this week’s 
Parsha: 
 
“And you shall count for yourselves from the day after the 
Sabbath, from the day you bring the waved offering of the 
Omer- seven weeks; complete shall they be. Until the day 
after the seventh Sabbath, shall you count fifty days; and you 
will offer a new meal offering to G-d.” 
 
We are commanded to count from the second night of Pesach 
until Shavuot, the holiday on which we received the Torah. 
There are two perplexing questions that can be asked on this 
commandment. First of all, why are we told to count up and 
not down towards the holiday, which seems contrary to how 
one would mark off each passing day towards something that 
he is anticipating. Secondly, why are we not given the actual 
date of the holiday to which we are counting. Wouldn’t that be 
something we would like to have written in bold at the end of 
the counting period? 
 
Rav Soloveitchik answers the first question by explaining that 
although we are counting towards one goal, each day is a unit 
of itself. Each day is special and bears significance and is not 
merely an “x” to check off on the passing calendar. We are to 
view each day as a step forward in the process of our 
purification and in our readiness towards our acceptance of 

the Torah. Each day is valued and therefore should be used as 
a step forward and upwards towards our goal. 
 
The answer of the Rav can also help us understand the second 
question of why we are not given an actual date for Shavuot. 
The date is not as important as the process leading up to it. 
The day we celebrate the receiving of the Torah has to be 
preceded by the step by step process through which we ready 
ourselves to receive it. Each year, in every generation, we go 
through the same process of introspection and reflection. The 
end date does not so much matter as the milestone we reach 
each day preparing ourselves for the event. 
 
As my children count down toward the last day of school, 
excitedly watching that date in June get closer and closer, we 
must pay special attention to each day that passes by leading 
us into Shavuot. Are we working each and every day on the 
message of Rabbi Akiva, to make each and every interaction 
with our fellow man be a positive one? Are we viewing each 
day as a small yet significant milestone in our goal of bettering 
ourselves so that we can be ready to receive the Torah at the 
end as if it is actually being given to us for the first time? It 
takes work, dedication and focus. 
 
This Shavuot, let’s all be ready to accept the Torah like we’ve 
been anticipating it and counting towards it for 49 days! 
 
Shabbat Shalom! 

Mrs. Amy Stein 
Judaic Faculty  

ArtSmart! 

The May/June Artsmart lesson included exploring 
American Folk Art.  The students learned about 
folk art, its origin and different variations of the 
cultural art.  After being introduced to Grandma 
Moses and her folk art samples, the students  
created quilts to display in their classrooms.  The 
folk art projects will compete this year's study of 
the art of various cultures.  Thank you to Rachel 
Opperer for leading the Artsmart workshop.  



Our Mission 
Akiva Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Akiva strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Akiva seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Akiva graduate will be 
invested with the desire to con-
tribute significantly to our society 
as an educated productive citizen 
and an erudite Torah scholar, and 
display a strong and real bond 
with the religious Zionist        
movement.  

 

Akiva is Accredited by 
the Michigan            
Non-Public School         
Accrediting             
Association 

21100 W. 12 Mile Road 

Southfield, MI 48076 

Phone: (248) 386-1625 

Fax: (248) 386-1632 

 www.akiva.org 

Jordana Wolfson 

Interim CEO 

Malkie Rosenbloom 

Editor 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt 

President 

 

 

 
Beit Midrash Bulletin  

 
Shacharit at Akiva:  
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
Weekdays 8:00 a.m.  

 
Davening & Donuts  
Sunday, May 22, 9:00 a.m.  
 
Tuesday Morning Women’s Parsha Class 
Tuesday, May 24th 8:45 a.m. 

 
 
 
Mishmar 
Thursday, May 26, 8:00 p.m. 
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Mazel Tov! 

This year we are focusing on what REALLY matters, 
the education of our wonderful children! 

Condolences To: 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Berry on the marriage of their daughter, Kate to 
Michael Stewart  

Mr. & Mrs. Brent Triest & Family on the death of their father, Howard Triest 

Mrs. Stacy Carmen  & Family, Mrs. Aviva Tolwin on the death of husband, 
father, grandfather and brother, Noam Carmen 


