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AKIVA CHAI-LIGHTS 
לייטס-עקיבא חי  

A Weekly Bulletin From Akiva Hebrew Day School 

Last Wednesday, nearly 50 Akiva parents, 
students, teachers and community 
members participated in a Night of 
Learning led by 14 Akiva Beit Midrash 
students (10 boys from the Beit Midrash 
class and 4 girls). The evening was led by 
Rabbi Asher Nemes who wanted to give 
his students an opportunity to share 
concepts from this year’s Gemara class 
while unifying the community in an 
evening of Torah study.  
 

The evening of learning began with pairs 
of Beit Midrash students leading small 
study groups on two complex Sugyot: 
Mitzvah Habah B'aveira and Sukkah 
Gezulah. Rabbi Nemes then addressed the 
group and introduced Jason Jubas and 
Alter Klausner who led two mini Shiurim 
describing different approaches to 
understanding the Sugyot the group 
studied together.  
 

In addition to leading the study session 
and delivering Shiurim, all ten Beit 
Midrash students submitted written 
articles detailing their prepared Sugyot 

which were compiled into a 
comprehensive Torah Journal. The 
articles highlighted the Sugyot the 
students studied throughout the year. 
The journals were distributed after the 
study group session and mini Shiurim led 
by our Beit Midrash students. 
 

Copies of the Masoret Akiva Torah 
Journal can be found in our local shuls and 
the Akiva Beit Midrash. Extra copies are 
available in the Akiva office upon request.  
 

The Akiva Beit Midrash Night of Learning, 
student-led Shiurim and compilation of 
Masoret Akiva Torah Journal 
demonstrated our students’ high level of 
Gemara study and their desire to impact 
our community through Torah learning 
and discussion.  
 

In the words of Rabbi Nemes, "It was a 
tremendous source of pride to see our 
students share their year-long learning 
with their parents and peers. Afterwards, 
many parents commented on how 
impressed they were with the high  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
level of Talmud learning in which the Beit 
Midrash program engages and how evident 
this was both through the group learning 
and the journal articles."   
 

Akiva looks forward to hosting similar 
Nights of Learning for the community in 
the future.  

Important Dates: 

 

High School Evening of the 
Arts & Dinner 
Wednesday, June 1st 
5:30 Dinner 
7:00 Art Displays 

 
High School Graduation 
Monday, June 6th 
7:00 p.m. 
Community Arts Auditorium at 
Wayne State University  

A Night of Learning. A Journal to Remember. 
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Wheels Day 

This year’s Events Day was one of the most 
incredible collection of presentations to date! 
The Akiva Multi-Purpose Room, Elementary 
Hallway and 12 Mile Lobby were 
TRANSFORMED into breathtaking exhibits of 
the ocean and solar system while other grades 
presented impressive displays of occupations, 
a science fair, a wax museum and “Come Meet 
Detroit” exhibits. From learning how to be a 
chef or a defense attorney to visiting Steve 
Jobs, Martin Luther King Jr. and the Rambam 
all the way to viewing exhibits of Cobo Hall, 
Ford Field, The Detroit Museum of History and 
Hart Plaza, Akiva was bursting with 
knowledge, creativity, teamwork and 
student pride. Thank you to all of the 
teachers in Grades 1-8 for their guidance, 
support and assistance with the students’ 
projects and thank you to our parents who 
helped our students with their research and attending our special Events Day. We 
are extremely proud of each and every one of our students! 

Events Day 2016 Senior Class 

Update 
Although our seniors have not 
been physically present in our 

building for the last few weeks, 
they have been extremely busy 

exposing themselves to the 
professional world with their 

senior internships. Our students 
are interning in the industries of 

medicine, law, IT, business 
(property management, 

marketing/PR), contracting, 
accounting, home health care, 
social work, non-profit Jewish 

organizations and international 
relations.  

 
After an intense few weeks of 

internships, our seniors are 
enjoying their senior class trip in 
Mackinac Island,  Traverse City 

and Cedar Point (pictured below 
in Traverse City) . 

We look forward to celebrating 
High School Graduation with our 
seniors on Monday, June 6th at 

the Community Arts Auditorium 
at Wayne State University. 

 
Akiva wishes a congratulations 

to Josh Kornblum for being 
selected onto the Jewish Fund 
Senior Teen Board, where Avi 
Greenbaum served last year. 

  

Beep Beep! On Wednesday, we made way for trikes, bikes, scooters and even 
tractors on the outdoor basketball court! Akiva ECC enjoyed one of its favorite 
pastimes—Wheels Day! Not only did our young learners take the court with fervor 
and excitement, they also enjoyed a visit from our local Fire Department and fire 
truck—one of our FAVORITE set of wheels.  

Jonathan Ellberg’s wax museum 
depiction of Robert Kraft, owner of the 
New England Patriots, was noticed by 

Kraft himself! Mr. Kraft requested a copy 
of Jonathan’s photo, presentation board 

and video speech! 



Dvar Torah—Parshat Emor 
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There is a particular phrase that occurs only 5 times in the 
Pentateuch and each appearance is located in the book of 
Vayikra, yet counterintuitively this phrase does not apply to 
the priestly service in the Mishkan or Temple, the realm of 
divine service. Twice the phrase appears in Parshat 
Kedoshim which we read two weeks ago and the other three 
occurrences are in this week’s Parsha of Behar.  The phrase, 
“v’yreita m’Elokecha, and you shall fear (or “be in awe”) of 
your G-d,” is appended to very specific commandments and 
rules.  
 
In 25:17 the Torah instructs us, “lo tonu, we are forbidden 
from tormenting amito, his other.”  In 25:36, we are taught 
the prohibition of usury and in 25:43, we are warned against 
breaking a person’s spirit with hard work.  
 
Commenting on each appearance of this phrase, whose 
uncharacteristic repetition begs the question, since the 
Torah does not unnecessarily repeat phrases, the master 
medieval exegete, Rashi, comments that these are all 
prime examples of activities “hamasur lalev, given to the 
heart.” In his commentary on the prohibition of lo tonu, 
forbidding tormenting another person, he fully explains the 
import of the phrase “v’yreita m’Elokecha”. Many times it is 
easy to investigate a crime, determine intent, and 
subsequently punish the perpetrator for the outcome of his 
actions which can be measured quantitatively such as theft 
or physical damage. However, activities which are hard to 
measure objectively such as verbal abuse or even hidden 
methods of extracting interest on a loan, are much more 
difficult to measure and therefore difficult to account for 
qualitatively and prosecute in a court of law. Therefore, 
according to Rashi, the added import in these Mitzvot of 

“v’yreita m’Elokecha” comes to enforce that the intent 
matters in determining the motivation of the action and 
therefore the culpability of the guilty party, if not in the 
earthly court, then the heavenly court.  
 
In his comments, Rashi offers examples from the Talmud 
and Midrash of actions which ostensibly could be 
understood as innocent but are in fact mean spirited. 
Verbal torment can refer to bad advice, where one can 
claim that one meant well. Regarding usury, Rashi explains 
that this refers to subverting the laws of the Torah through 
an intermediary; one might think they can lend money at 
interest to Gentiles so that they will in turn lend it to Jews, 
and then disclaim any intent of having it re-lent to Jews. 
And a person can always claim that initially there was a 
constructive intent for the back-breaking labor. 
 
It is not always possible for the human court to discern the 
intent of one’s actions. Additionally, a person may be 
misled to think that since these Mitzvot are in the realm of 
societal regulations known as bein adam l’chaveiro, intent 
that cannot be discovered in court does not matter. 
However, the phrase “v’yreita m’Elokecha” demands of us 
to be honest and upstanding in all our actions, and 
remember that our intentions, while not discernable in a 
human court of law are very discernable to the One who 
knows all.  
 
Shabbat Shalom! 
 
Rabbi Tzvi Klugerman 
Instructor of Physics and Jewish History 

Second Grade Mesibat Chumash  
 
Mazel Tov to our Second Grade students on receiving their first 
Chumashim! Last Sunday, our Second Graders celebrated this 
momentous occasion with their family, friends and teachers. The 
audience enjoyed Divrei Torah, an adorable skit and musical 
presentations led by our students. Thank you to Morah Channa, 
Zev Greenfield and Rabbi Leib for helping our students reach this 
exciting milestone and thank you to the Akiva PTO for the 
delicious refreshments following the program.  



Our Mission 
Akiva Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Akiva strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Akiva seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Akiva graduate will be 
invested with the desire to con-
tribute significantly to our society 
as an educated productive citizen 
and an erudite Torah scholar, and 
display a strong and real bond 
with the religious Zionist        
movement.  

 

Akiva is Accredited by 
the Michigan            
Non-Public School         
Accrediting             
Association 

21100 W. 12 Mile Road 

Southfield, MI 48076 

Phone: (248) 386-1625 

Fax: (248) 386-1632 

 www.akiva.org 

Jordana Wolfson 

Interim CEO 

Malkie Rosenbloom 

Editor 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt 

President 

 

 

 
Beit Midrash Bulletin  

Shacharit at Akiva:  
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

Davening & Donuts  
Sunday, May 29, 9:00 a.m.  
Tuesday Morning Women’s Parsha Class 
Tuesday, May 31st 8:45 a.m. 

 
 
Mishmar 
Thursday, June 2, 8:00 p.m. 
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Mazel Tov! 

(Donations are still being accepted.  CLICK HERE to make a donation. 

All gifts will be listed in our Jewish News Thank You ad in June) 

Join your Akiva Family in raising money for Akiva education. 

Thank you to those who have already donated to the Dine In. 

Dress Down Stay At Home Dinner. 

Dr. & Mrs. Allan Wolfson, Mr. & Mrs. David Weiss, Ms. Jil Hammer, Mr. & 
Mrs. Joel Gottlieb, Mrs. Avra Weiss and Mrs. Marcia Hammer on the Bar 
Mitzvah of their son, grandson and great-grandson, Ilan 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerold Zwas, Dr. & Mrs. Fred Zwas, Ms. Jil Hammer, Mr. & Mrs. 
Joel Gottlieb and Mrs. Marcia Hammer on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, 
granddaughter and great-granddaughter, Dalia 

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Zifkin and Dr. & Mrs. Reuven Tawil on their engagement of 
their children, Soshka and Baruch Tawil 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Brin on the birth of a granddaughter  

Accurate Parking Lot Services 

Deborah Kovsky & Yoni Apap 

Adina & David Barth 

Yitzchok & Anita Batt 

Ruth & Norman Beitner 

Kadima & Isaac Benezra 

Alice Berlin 

Elana & Max Berlin 

Ronnie & Ron Berman 

Aviva Cohen & Bradley 
Bernstein 

Rosa & George Chessler 

Shari Cohen 

CSM Mechanical, LLC 

Debbie & Jeff Devries 

Mearyl Diskin 

David Dombey 

Shelly & Michael Eizelman 

Terry & Jeffrey Ellis 

Michele & Jeffrey Ershler 

Delores & Leonard Farber 

Rebecca & Gil Feldman 

Dapha & Joel Fedlman 

Dr. Karoline Puder & Paul 
Fischer 

Lisa & Ethan Gilan 

Brittney & Asher Goldberg 

Susan & Marc Goldman 

Laurie & Phil Goldmeier 

Michal & Menachem Goldstein 

Jessica & Justin Goodwin 

Fayga Greenbaum 

Jill & Joseph Greenbaum 

Claire Grosberg 

Nancy & James Grosfeld 

Arielle & Matthew Howes 

Margery Jablin 

Malca & Jerome Katz 

Carolyn & Robert Kelman 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt & Gerland 
Kirzner 

Rebecca & Mitchell Klausner 

Jill & Aaron Kleid 

Nancy & Nossonal Kleinfeldt 

Marylin Naiman & Ken Kohn 

Sheryl & Seth Korelitz 

Michal & Howard Korman 

Toni Korman 

Sally & Richard Krugel 

Ruby & Richard Kushner 

Leora & Aaron Leib 

Yocheved & Nathan Lerman 

Denise & Robert Levin 

Lice Sisters 

Joanne & Mark Lorkis 

Florine Mark 

Roberta Martin 

Kathleen & James Moran 
McCann 

Vicki & Ari Mendelson 

Metro Air, Inc. 

Rivkah & Yisroel Nachlas 

Ariella & Mark Nadel 

Milton Neuman 

Alexandra & Brian Newman 

Beverly & Irving Nusbaum 

Rachel & Joshua Opperer 

Maurice Opperer 

Shelley Orlofsky 

Linda & Chris Pedder 

Juliana PFeffer 

Andree & Morris Prostak 

Malkie & Josh Rosenbloom 

Gene & Mintzi Schramm 

Rita & Bert Schreiber 

Jenny & Brian Schwartz 

Myra Selesny 

Phyllis & Arnold Serlin 

Ora & Michael Singer 

Barbara & Barry Skarf 

Beth &b Robert Sklar 

Ariella & Michael Skoczylas 

Susan & Ben Slome 

Ida Sorscher 

Julie & Matthew Sosin 

Spitzer’s  

Barbara & Milton Stern 

Carol & Kive Strickoff 

Susan & Howard Tapper 

The Alon and Shari Friendship 
Foundation 

Jocelyn & Steve Thompson 

Malke & Gary Torgow 

Shahenda & Michael 
VanNostrand 

Lisa & Ira Winer 

Tova & Shmuel Winters 

Jordana & Allan Wolfson 

Nechama & Aaron Zeevi 

Rose & Ephriam Zinberg  

 

https://www.akiva.org/giving/dine-in/

