
 
Every graduating class is special. Each year, 
it is difficult to say goodbye. Each student 
makes his or her mark on our school, our 
community and in our hearts. 
 
This year was an especially moving year at 
graduation. As the class of 2016 took their 
last walk across the podium, received their 
diplomas and shifted their tassels from right 
to left, thus marked the last 
commencement of a graduating class from 
Akiva Hebrew Day School. After 52 years of 
graduating exceptional young adults who 
venture into the world as leaders in our local 
and global communities, Akiva will continue 
to graduate its students for another 52 years 
(and beyond) as Farber Hebrew Day School.   
 
The evening was filled with beautiful 
speeches, recognitions and inspirational 
words. After opening thoughts from 
Jordana Wolfson (Interim CEO) and Leah 
Ann Kleinfeldt (President, Board of 
Directors), the audience heard a Dvar Torah 
and Siyum from Nati Faber, words from 

elected class speaker, Noah Adler and a 
presentation of a Luach for the Beit Midrash 
by class representatives Alyssa Adler and 
Sophie Zuroff. The Class of 2016 
Valedictorian, Wendy Kelman, the 
granddaughter of Akiva founders Jerome 
and Bunnie Kelman, recapped the evening 
in her beautiful, heartfelt words: “My 
grandparents were a part of this school’s 
beginning, and here I stand as part of the 
last graduating class of Akiva Hebrew Day 
School. But Akiva is not ending - it is merely 
commencing a new stage of growth. The 
Farber Hebrew Day School will carry forth 
the strengths of Akiva’s history to greater 
heights in the future….Akiva is built on a 
foundation of helping each student reach 
academic success through individualized 
academic programs, caring teachers, and a 
strong support system. Farber will hopefully 
be larger, but it will grow in its attention to 
the academic growth of each individual.”  
 
Mazel Tov to the three student awardees 
Nati Faber, Noah Adler and Sophie Zuroff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and Mazel Tov to the entire class of 2016, 
their parents, grandparents, teachers and 
the greater Akiva/Farber Hebrew Day 
School family. May we all continue to go 
from strength to strength as a school and a 
community, educating and graduating 
leaders of tomorrow. Mazel Tov to all! 
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AKIVA CHAI-LIGHTS 
לייטס-עקיבא חי  

A Weekly Bulletin From Akiva Hebrew Day School 

Important Dates: 

New Family Orientation 
Monday, August 22nd 
6:00—7:30 p.m. 
 

First Day of School  
Wednesday, August 24th 
 

PTO Welcome Back Picnic 
Sunday, August 28 
5:00 p.m. 

As One Door Closes… Another Door Opens 
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When school is almost out, it can only mean one thing: BBQ season at Akiva! Our 
8th Graders enjoyed a delicious Lag B’omer BBQ at Rabbi Leib’s house last week. 
The delicious meal was accompanied by music and singing led by Rabbi Yehudah 
Lowy. Our 4th & 5th Graders enjoyed a BBQ Siyum with Rabbi Goldman and Rabbi 
Leib after finishing Parshat Vayeitzei. Thank you to our Rebbeim who are not only 
awesome teachers, but awesome grillers as well! 

Goodbye 

Coral, Reut 

and Meir 

Isaac Newton’s Principals 

The Akiva Family wishes a 
Tzeitchem L’shalom to our 

wonderful Bnot Sheirut Coral 
and Reut and to our Bochur 

Meir, who will be returning to 
Israel next week. Coral, Reut and 
Meir were actively involved in all 

Akiva and Bnei Akiva 
programming this year, bringing 

their Israeli flair, energy and 
excitement into our hallways 

and activities. Our students are 
very fortunate to make 

connections with these special 
young adults  who strengthen 

our students’ connection to 
Israel on a daily basis.  

Akiva 8th Grade Science students have been exploring the major concepts of Isaac 
Newton's principal of  universal gravitation and the laws of motion. The hands-on 
activities the students enjoyed demonstrated each of Newton's three laws of 
motion regarding the interaction of force, math, and acceleration, action reaction 
pairs and inertia. Students successfully pulled the 
tablecloth out from under a place setting, shot balloons 
across the room on a zip line and determined that more 
mass requires more 
force while pushing 
each other across the 
room.  When it comes 
to science, reviewing 
concepts in a hands-
on environment is 
often the greatest 
learning experience! 

BBQ Season at Akiva 



Dvar Torah—Parshat Bamidbar 
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Shavuot Prep in the ECC 

Human endeavor or divine inspiration? This is one of the key 
religious tensions. Do we grow and develop spiritually through 
our own efforts in study, prayer, service and contemplation? Or is 
human effort by definition insufficient for attainment in divine 
realms and must we rely on an ultimate divine intervention in 
order to achieve connection with G-d? 
 
Like with many tensions in religious life, the answer lies in the 
paradoxical relationship between the two opposing poles rather 
than in choosing one or the other. 
 
The Pesach - Sefirat HaOmer - Shavuot season of holidays is a 
model for this paradoxical relationship. 
 
The Torah commands the counting of the Omer with a famously 
ambiguous phrase - “And you shall count for you from the day 
after the Shabbat.” Chazal (as opposed to the Sadducees) 
understand this phrase to mean that we begin counting from the 
day after the first day of Pesach - the 16th of Nissan. In other 
words, the word “Shabbat” in this context is taken to refer to the 
first day of Pesach. 
 
Why would the Torah refer to the first day of Pesach as 
“Shabbat?” 
 
Rabbi Eliyahu Kitov explains that Shabbat and Yom Tov represent 
two models of spiritual experience. Shabbat represents a 
spirituality that comes directly from G-d through no human 
effort. Shabbat is based on creation, into which G-d breathed 
spiritual influx through the day of Shabbat. That connection to 
the spiritual comes directly from G-d without, and before, any 
contribution made by people. Yom Tov, on the other hand, is 
predicated upon Rosh Chodesh, the tracking of the moon and the 
creative input of the human court which determines the calendar. 
People must work to attain the spiritual opportunities available 
on Yom Tov. 
 
Pesach, of all the holidays, is most similar to Shabbat. The people of 
Israel were not deserving of salvation. They had not worked to 
attain a level which would merit them a renewed communal 
connection with G-d. Despite that, G-d bequeathed salvation 
upon the people and opened up to them a channel for spiritual 

attainment which they had not reached on their own. 
 
On Pesach, each of us, too, has access to this great spiritual 
opportunity that is “Shabbat-like” in that it comes directly from  
G-d with no personal effort. 
 
However, immediately after Shabbat, we must take over the 
process. We may not rest on the influx from G-d; rather, we must 
begin, through our efforts, to grow to deserve this connection. 
That is the role of Sefirat HaOmer. It is a process for us to grow 
step by step as we prepare, through our own effort, to accept the 
Torah. 
 
We do grow and develop spiritually. However, we do not receive 
the Torah on the 49th day of the Omer as we complete our 
growth process. Rather, we once again realize that as much as we 
have grown, G-d is beyond us and our capabilities, and we must 
rely on a gift from G-d in order to get the Torah. The Omer is 7 
weeks of 7 days - a perfect natural cycle. However, we need to 
wait until the 8th week - the day beyond the natural cycle - in 
order to receive this supernatural gift from G-d. 
 
In our entire religious life, we must realize we cannot start and we 
cannot ultimately bring our efforts to fruition without G-d’s direct 
intervention. However, our reliance on G-d does not exempt us 
from exerting ourselves to achieve. 
 
As parents, we know that ultimately, our success in parenting is in 
the hands of G-d. But we still must put forth every effort. And 
you, our Akiva parents, have - in your homes through the great 
example you set for your children, by sending your children to a 
place of learning like Yeshivat Akiva and by partnering with us in 
the education and inspiration of your children. 
 
As students, your success is also in the hands of G-d. But you have 
also completed a year of intense effort in developing your minds, 
honing your skills, and broadening your spirit. And now, after 
these important efforts, we all have the opportunity to enjoy the 
gift of G-d’s beneficence on Shavuot. Chag Sameach!  
 
Rabbi Noam Stein 
Principal, Grades 9-12 

The beautiful holiday of Shavuot is upon us!  Mrs. Nachlas’ Kindergarten class 
prepared for the Chag by creating beautiful multi-colored flower centerpieces. 
Each student decorated a “Na’aseh V’Nishma” crown to commemorate the 
famous response Klal Yisrael recited upon receiving the Torah: “We will do and 
we will hear”! Thank you Mrs. Nachlas for the beautiful projects.  We hope our 
Kindergarten parents will decorate their homes with these beautiful flower 
arrangements, just as Mt. Sinai was decorated beautifully with foliage during 
Matan Torah. Chag Sameach to all! 



Our Mission 
Akiva Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Akiva strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Akiva seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Akiva graduate will be 
invested with the desire to con-
tribute significantly to our society 
as an educated productive citizen 
and an erudite Torah scholar, and 
display a strong and real bond 
with the religious Zionist        
movement.  

 

Akiva is Accredited by 
the Michigan            
Non-Public School         
Accrediting             
Association 

21100 W. 12 Mile Road 

Southfield, MI 48076 

Phone: (248) 386-1625 

Fax: (248) 386-1632 

 www.akiva.org 

Jordana Wolfson 

Interim CEO 

Malkie Rosenbloom 

Editor 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt 

President 

 

 

Shacharit at Akiva:  
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
Weekdays 8:00 a.m. 
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Mazel Tov! 
Mr. & Mrs. Yonatan Edrei on the birth of a son 

Mr. & Mrs. Shimon Forta on the birth of a son 

Rabbi Judah Isaacs on his engagement to Tzvia Rutman 

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Storchan on the engagement of their daughter, Aliza to 
Ira Tick 

Mr. & Mrs. Eli Halpern and Mr. Robert Torgow on the marriage of their 
daughter and granddaughter, Rebeccca to Gidon Slomowitz  

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Feldman on the engagement of their son, David to 
Nechama Sigal 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Eizelman on the engagement of their daughter, Tova to 
Nosson Deitchman 

Beit Midrash 

Bulletin  

 

 
See you next year for Mishmar, Davening 
& Donuts and Tuesday Morning Women’s 

Parsha Shiur! 

Condolences: 

Mrs. Susan Prero & Family on the death of husband, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather, Aaron Prero 

Mrs. Channie Schwab, Rabbi & Mrs. Tuvia Schwab and Rabbi & Mrs. 
Yitzchak Schwab on the death of husband, father and grandfather, Rabbi 
Moshe Schwab  

Look out for the new 

Farber Hebrew Day 

School logo and 

branding on 8/1/16! 

Have a great summer! 


