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AKIVA CHAI-LIGHTS 
לייטס-עקיבא חי  

A Weekly Bulletin From Akiva Hebrew Day School 

Important Dates: 

 

High School Graduation 
Monday, June 6th 
7:00 p.m. 
Community Arts Auditorium at 
Wayne State University  
 

Last Day of School 
Friday, June 10th 
11:30 Dismissal Grades 1-8 
 

 

Environmental Science, Mr. David 
Barnes 
This year in the High School 
Environmental Science class, students 
were asked to research a current 
environmental problem or concern in 
the state of Michigan and create a 
product demonstrating their 
research. Students had to discuss the 
scientific, political, social-economic 
and ethical issues related to their 
chosen problem, as well as evaluate 
and defend a realistic solution. Their 
product choices included designing a 
web page, writing a legislative 
proposal, writing an Op-Ed piece, or 
creating an environmental  radio 
segment.  Additionally, students were 
required to consult an expert in the 
field related to their problem and 
submit their product to a relevant 
source for possible publication or use.  
 

The topics our students chose 
included air pollutants, algal blooms, 
Asian carp, bacteria in Michigan rivers, 
plastic microbeads and TCE plumes. 
The students worked very hard on 
these projects over the third 
semester. A sample screen shot of one 
product can be viewed below. (All 
products are available via a live 
hyperlink in the email version of this 
newsletter—http://bit.ly/1TNqSjz) 
 

High School Gemara, Rabbi Noam 
Stein 
Rabbi Stein’s High School Gemara class 
wrote and published the majority of 
content for the term “Chinuch” on 
Halachipedia (an online resource tool 
for Halachic materials, similar to 
Wikipedia). The students provided a 
comprehensive definition of the term 
Chinuch and authored sections including 
“Who is obligated in Chinuch? “At what 
age?” and “How is the Mitzvah  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
performed?” Rabbi Stein’s students 
provided examples of engaging  
Chinuch in Judaic related scenarios like 
observing Shabbat and holidays, 
reciting Brachot and Tefillah as well as 
maintaining a proper attitude while 
engaging in Chinuch. Kol HaKavod to 
Rabbi Stein’s Gemara class on their 
esteemed publication!  CLICK HERE to 
check out the site. 

Akiva High School Projects: Published! 

Screen shot of Elijah 

Wolfe’s web page 

highlighting concerns 

relating to algal 

blooms and their 

affect on jeopardizing 

public health 

Map demonstrating 

danger of plastic 

microbeads by Josh 

Kornblum 

http://bit.ly/1TNqSjz
http://halachipedia.com/index.php?title=Chinuch
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This week, Akiva Middle School & High School students had the privilege of hearing 
esteemed Detroit philanthropist and pillar of Jewish education, Bill Berman. Mr. 
Berman spoke about his experiences in the Navy during World War II, his inspiring 
outlook on Jewish philanthropy and the preservation of Jewish data and Jewish 
education. Mr. Berman answered students' questions relating to maintaining faith 
in G-d during the war and shared some of his struggles and triumphs while serving 
in the Pacific. Our students were inspired by Mr. Berman’s service, his incredible 
philanthropic work and his 
passion toward the continuation 
of Jewish education.  

Special 

Recognitions 

Inside Scoop: Senior Internships 

Congratulations to Yona Kelman 
(6th Grade) for placing second 

overall by the Southfield Review 
Committee for his “If I Were A 
Mayor” essay. In the words of 
Mr. Kenson Siver, Southfield 

Mayor, Yona’s essay described 
“a thoughtful and creative 
expression on the role of 

Mayor.” Yona was invited to 
read his prize-winning essay in 

front of the Southfield City 
Council on May 23rd. 

Congratulations to Yona and the 
Kelman family! 

That’s a Wrap! 
ArtSmart has officially concluded 

for the 2015-2016 school year. Our 
students  enjoyed exploring the art 
of various cultures. A special thank 

you to all the parent volunteers 
who led ArtSmart sessions. If you 
would like more information on 

ArtSmart or would like to 
volunteer, please contact Sue 

Barash or Nancy Kleinfeldt. 

What is it like to be an Akiva senior intern? David Warshay could tell you. Due to his 
interest in international affairs, David chose to intern at IVC Detroit, the 
International Visitors Council of Detroit, working under the IVC Executive Director, 
Marian Reich. David’s responsibilities included both clerical tasks and on-site 
interactive tasks. In the office, David was responsible for data entry, composing 
thank you notes, creating programs and contacting sites used for Detroit visitors. 
David’s on-site tasks included accompanying the groups of visitors as they toured 
the Detroit area.  The most interesting experience in David’s internship was 
spending a day in the Federal Court building in Detroit. David plans to use his 
internship experience in his future career in international relations or the diplomatic 
corps. In addition to his clear vision for his career path, David was mock interviewed 
by a staff member in Senator Gary Peters' office and conducted an interview of a 
member of the Diplomatic Corps stationed in Spain.  David will be attending James 
Madison College at MSU in 
the fall. We wish him the best 
of luck!   

Guest of Honor 



Dvar Torah—Parshat Bechukotai 
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High School Evening of the Arts  

As the school years draws to a close, excitement is in the 
air. Our children eagerly look forward to summer vacation.  
After a year of academic and spiritual growth they will be 
able to use the next few months to relax, recharge and 
refocus.  
 
This Shabbat, we are also marking a completion. With the 
Leining of Parshat Bechukotai, we will be reading the final 
Pesukim of Sefer Vayikra. As we do when we end each of the 
five Books of the Torah, we will proclaim “Chazak, Chazak, 
V’Nitchazeik, Be strong, be strong and may we be 
strengthened.”   
 
The source for this custom is a verse in Sefer Yehoshua.  In 
the opening chapter, Hashem instructed Yehoshua to be 
diligent to observe the entirety of the Torah and to only be 
“Chazak V’ematz, to be strong and courageous.” At this 
stage in history, Moshe had just died and on his final day in 
this world, he presented the completed Torah to the Jewish 
people. Yehoshua, in assuming the mantle of leadership, 
was charged to figuratively not let go of the Torah.  Rather, 
he now had the task to hold onto it, to study and to teach, 
and to strengthen its observance.   
 

When we conclude each Sefer, we too, remind ourselves 
that we must be diligent to observe that which we just 
studied.  We must learn from what we read and strengthen 
ourselves to uphold its teachings.  
 
After all, the Gemara in Messechet Brachot (32b) reminds us 
that four areas require strengthening. The list includes 
Torah study, prayer, good deeds, and earning a livelihood.  
Each, to gain proficiency and maintain achievement, 
require continued effort and great commitment. Certainly 
when it comes to Torah study, we must review what we 
have learned and put into continuous practice its teachings, 
lessons and values. 
 
Our children, as they enjoy their summer break, will 
hopefully not only retain and review what they have 
learned this past year, but will also apply those sacred 
teachings to their daily lives. 
 
May our children and all of us be blessed with Chazak, 
Chazak, V’Nitchazeik.   
 
Rabbi Yechiel Morris  
Judaic Faculty  

 
On Wednesday evening, the class of 2017 hosted a delicious 
BBQ style dinner prior to the High School Evening of the Arts 
presentations. Ms. Kaganac and Mrs. Kessler led the evening 
of dramatic and visual presentations of Akiva students’ 
artistry. The students presented a visual arts display, digital 
arts video presentation, The Impromptu (a one-act play) and 
celebrated the culmination of the evening with an Afterglow 
reception. Congratulations to our High School art students 
on all their hard work.   



Our Mission 
Akiva Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Akiva strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Akiva seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Akiva graduate will be 
invested with the desire to con-
tribute significantly to our society 
as an educated productive citizen 
and an erudite Torah scholar, and 
display a strong and real bond 
with the religious Zionist        
movement.  

 

Akiva is Accredited by 
the Michigan            
Non-Public School         
Accrediting             
Association 

21100 W. 12 Mile Road 

Southfield, MI 48076 

Phone: (248) 386-1625 

Fax: (248) 386-1632 

 www.akiva.org 

Jordana Wolfson 

Interim CEO 

Malkie Rosenbloom 

Editor 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt 

President 

 

 

 

Mishmar 
Thursday, June 9th 8:00 p.m. 
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Mazel Tov! 
Mr. & Mrs. Manny Mittleman on the birth of a great-granddaughter 

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Rosenbloom , Mrs. Barbara Gross and Mrs. June Rosenbloom 
on the birth of a son and grandson 

Mr. & Mrs. David Glickman on the engagement of their daughter, Helene to 
Matthew  Federbush 

Mr. Yerachmeil Henig & Mrs. Chayala Levitz on the engagement of their son, 
Chaim Levitz to Tova Kupchik 

Dr. & Mrs. Mitchell Klausner, Dr. & Mrs. Myles Stern, Mrs. Dorothy Klausner, 
Mrs. Adeline Stern and Mrs. Florence Waisbren on the Bat Mitzvah of their 
daughter, granddaughter and great-granddaughter, Yaffa  

Thank you to those who have donated to 

Akiva’s Dine In. Dress Down. Stay At 

Home Dinner. Look for your name in our 

double-spread Thank You Ad in the 

Jewish News at the end of June! 

Beit Midrash Bulletin  

Shacharit at Akiva:  
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
Weekdays 8:00 a.m.  

Davening & Donuts  
-Cancelled due to Edrei Bris— 
 
Tuesday Morning Women’s Parsha Class 
Tuesday, June 7th 8:45 a.m. 


