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Important Dates: 
 
 
ECC/ES Back to School Night 
Wednesday, September 7th  
6:30—8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
MS/HS Back to School Night 
Thursday, September 8th 
6:30—8:45 p.m. 
 
Lead The Way  
Tuition Assistance Fundraiser  
Sunday, September 18th  
10:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

 
Rabbi Eliezer Cohen Yartzheit  
Morning of Learning at Farber 
Wednesday, September 28th 
9:20—10:20 a.m. 
Community-Wide Hachnasat Sefer 
Torah 
Sunday, September 25th at 12 Noon 

New Farber Acting Head of School: Rabbi Scot Berman 
The Farber Board of Directors is pleased to announce that 
Rabbi Scot Berman will be joining the school on October 
1st to serve as Acting Head of School for the 2016-2017 
school year.  Rabbi Berman has over thirty years of 
experience in the fields of Jewish education and Jewish 
communal life in many educational capacities, including 
elementary, secondary, college and adult education. Rabbi 
Berman has served as Principal and Founding Principal of well 
established Modern Orthodox institutions including David L. 
Silver Yeshiva Academy in Harrisburg, PA, Kushner Yeshiva 
High School in Livingston, NJ and Bnei Akiva Schools in 
Toronto, Canada. Rabbi Berman currently provides private 
educational consulting services to day schools and curriculum 
developers across North America and abroad.  
 
In the meantime, our Head of School Search Committee will 
continue its search for the long-term Head of School.  We 
look forward to finding the perfect fit for our growing school 
and until that time, are thrilled to have Rabbi Berman as 

Acting Head of School to lead our institution in its academic 
and professional endeavors.  
 
We are thankful to Mrs. Wolfson for her dedication and 
leadership and are collaborating with her to construct a 
transition timeline that will allow us to have the benefit of 
Mrs. Wolfson's skills for some period after she steps down 
from the Interim CEO position.  
As always, we thank you for your partnership and shared 
vision for the continuous success 
of Farber Hebrew Day School – 
Yeshivat Akiva. The Board of 
Directors fervently continues its 
efforts to establish the best 
possible leadership structure for 
our institution and continues to 
strive for all-around excellence for 
our students, parents and greater 
community. 

Meet our בחורים! 

Rabbi Scot Berman 

Join the Farber community in welcoming our Bachorim, Ariel Ben Shitrit (21) from Bat-
Yam and Michael Vilner (22) from Shoham. Ariel served in the IDF for three years after 
studying in Yeshivat Na’ariah. Ariel is excited to be in the United States for the first time 
and meet our Farber students, parents and the Detroit community.  Michael served in 
the IDF intelligence force following his years at Yeshivat Na’ariah.  Michael very much 
enjoys working with children and teenagers and is excited to be a part of the Farber 
family. The boys will be living in Huntington Woods.  

Our new Bachorim, Ariel Ben Shitrit (left) 
and Michael Vilner (right). 



       

 

From the Desk of Anita Batt, ECC Director  

A Glimpse into our ECC 
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Farber Hebrew Day School Early Childhood 

Center, like many Jewish Early Childhood 

Centers across the nation, is turning to 

Reggio for inspiration as the Reggio 

philosophy is so in synch with our Torah 

values.  At Har Sinai, Hashem offered the 

Torah to B’nei Yisrael.  Without hesitation, 

B’nei Yisrael responded “Na’aseh V’nishmah,” 

“we will do and we will hear.”  This concept, 

of doing and engaging, and then listening and 

understanding is at the heart of a Reggio-

inspired program.  Loris Malaguzzi, in his 

book The Hundred Languages of Children 

states, “What children learn does not follow 

as an automatic result from what is taught, 

rather, it is in large part due to the children’s 

own doing, as a consequence of their 

activities and our resources.“ Like B’nei 

Yisrael when receiving the Torah, children are 

seen as active participants in their own 

learning.   

The Reggio approach sees a child as an 

individual who is competent and capable and 

therefore, with the guidance of the teacher, 

can make choices about what he or she 

wishes to learn.  For example, if a student is 

showing interest in construction, a huge 

topic in our ECC would be the construction 

right outside our window. The teacher may 

help students investigate construction by 

providing intentional opportunities to 

explore, inquire and investigate.  Through the 

course of these explorations, students will 

strengthen their social/ emotional, math, 

literacy and science skills.  

Practicing Hachnasat Orchim, welcoming 

guests, is natural in a Reggio-inspired 

approach.  Teachers, students, parents, and 

community members are seen as 

collaborators in the learning process.  The 

connection between home and school is 

strengthened by opportunities for parents to 

be a part of the learning process and by 

allowing pieces of home (pictures and 

objects) into the classroom.  In a Reggio-

inspired approach, opportunities to mirror 

the home environment are even intentionally 

designed in the physical environment or 

space of the room, making the classroom 

warm, comfy and inviting like home.  The 

classroom, viewed as the third teacher, is 

seen as an instrumental part of the learning 

process.  Filled with natural materials that 

are inviting and open-ended, the students 

are given the opportunity in the classroom to 

visually represent their learning.   

Start looking around for small changes in the 

hall. Check out our identity board in our 

hallway, our family tree that stresses the 

importance of our family connection and our 

table top invitations to explore and 

investigate.  In the coming months as we 

journey on, pieces of the Reggio-inspired 

philosophy will begin popping up in our 

hallway.  Like every journey, we will have 

“post-cards” or highlights that we look 

forward to sharing with you.  As we look 

forward to our new construction of Farber 

Hebrew Day School, we look forward to 

constructing young minds as well.  

Farber Gemara 
Classes in Full 

Swing 

Rabbi Nemes’ Beit Midrash 
Program began the year with the 

first chapter of Masechet 
Sanhedrin. Through learning and 

analyzing sources, they are 
exploring the structure of Beit Din, 

why we are able to follow the 
majority ruling of a court and how 
it compares to other majorities we 
follow in Halacha. Mrs. Skoczylas’ 
Middle School Girls’ Gemara class 

enjoyed Chavruta time while 
studying Perek Ha’mafkid, 

discussing the responsibilities for 
lost/damaged items.  



Dvar Torah—Parshat Re’eh 
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Mazel Tov to our 2016-2017 National Honor Society Members 

“Double or Nothing” 
 
The Kli Yakar notes that when it comes to charitable giving, a 
subject featured prominently in this week's Sedrah, the Torah 
utilizes double expressions, such as “Aser T'aser”, "You shall 
doubly tithe"; "You shall doubly give", “N'ton Titein 
Lo” or “Pato'ach Tiftach”, "You shall doubly open [your hand to 
give]”. What is the purpose of the double expression? 
 
There are various explanations offered - both in the realm of 
Drash and Pshat - but the Kli Yakar's approach is as follows: 
There are two components to Tzedakah referenced with the 
double expression: a) the opening of our hands, our 
checkbooks and b) the opening of our 
hearts, genuinely empathizing with another Jew in need. Both 
are equally important, whereas if one fulfills the former 
component, but not the latter, he/she falls short of the Torah's 
goal in giving charity. The Torah wants us to give with a full 
heart and a caring countenance. We are not meant to simply 
dispense cash, rather, we must connect with fellow Jews in 
need. 
 
There is a famous story of a Tzedakah collector who visits the 
home of a potential wealthy donor, but asks the host to  
 
 

 
step out into the cold, dark night with him before accepting 
any donation. The collector explained that before the collector 
wrote out a check, he needed to empathize with the individual 
who required his aid.  
 
I would surmise that this methodology was employed not 
merely to urge the collector to give more, but for a totally 
separate concern: Tzedakah is not just about giving money, it is 
about empathizing with the 
needy recipient on a deep human level.  
 
Even if we are merely sending a generous 
credit card payment or writing out a 
check, we should take a moment to 
contemplate the pain the recipient - a 
Jewish brother or sister - must be 
enduring to require such a vital 
contribution to their financial state.  
 
 If we fulfill both requirements of the 
Miztvah of Tzedakah, we will merit the 
double blessing associated with 
Tzedakah - "For Hashem your G-d 
will doubly bless you" - Ki Varech 
Yivarechecha Hashem. 

Shabbat Shalom!  
Rabbi Yaakov Lasson 
4th/5th Grade Judaic 

Studies 

This Thursday, five new Farber students were inducted into the 
National Honor Society, joining the residing four seniors who are 
serving their second term in the NHS this year. New inductees 
Yosi Nadel, Elijah Wolfe, Shlomo Benezra, Becky Benezra and 
Samantha Schwartz joined David Kresch, Josh Kornblum, Jason 
Jubas and Alex Fischer in an induction ceremony before fellow 
students, teachers and family.  
 
High School Principal Rabbi Stein opened the ceremony with 
inspiring words from this week’s Parshah, describing varying 
forms of leadership outlined by guidelines of the Jewish justice 
system. Rabbi Stein explained that leadership is found in many 
areas within the Jewish community and can be fulfilled through 
both formal and informal roles. The same holds true for Farber 
students who hold varying positions of 
leadership in a school setting —in the academic 
sphere such as the National Honor Society and 
in other areas such as Israel advocacy (AIPAC), 
community volunteering, NCSY,  Bnei Akiva, 
YACHAD, leadership positions on a sports team, 
student council or by simply being a leader 
among one’s peers.  
 

The ceremony continued with Mrs. Kathy Sklar who introduced 
returning members of the Society to describe the pillars of the 
NHS: Scholarship, Character, Leadership and Community/School 
Service, followed by inducting the five new members into the 
Society.  
 
The members of the NHS not only maintain a 3.5 cumulative GPA 
or higher, but they are tasked with submitting a statement of 
their own leadership qualities, community service experience and 
demonstration of exceptional character. Only upon an approval 
process are they inducted into the NHS. We congratulate the nine 
members of our National Honor Society who exemplify Farber’s 
commitment to academic excellence paralleled with exceptional 
character, leadership and community service.  



Our Mission 
Farber Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Farber strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Farber seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Farber graduate will be 
invested with the desire to 
contribute significantly to our 
society as an educated productive 
citizen and an erudite Torah 
scholar, and display a strong and 
real bond with the religious Zionist        
movement.  

 

Farber is Accredited by 
the Michigan            
Non-Public School         
Accrediting             
Association 

21100 W. 12 Mile Road 

Southfield, MI 48076 

Phone: (248) 386-1625 

Fax: (248) 386-1632 

 www.farberhds.org  

Jordana Wolfson 

Interim CEO 

Malkie Rosenbloom 

Editor 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt 

President 

Beit Midrash Bulletin  

Shacharit at Farber 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
Weekdays 8:00 a.m.  
 

Davening & Donuts  
Monday, September 5th at 9:00 a.m. (note change 
of date) 
Mishmar 
Thursday, September 8th at 8:00p.m. 

 

Community Milestones 
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Condolences to: 

Mazel Tov! 

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Sanders on the birth of a boy 

Rabbi & Mrs. Yechiel Morris on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Ezra 

Mr. & Mrs. Ezra Goldman and Dr. Liela Goldman on the Bat Mitzvah of daughter 
and granddaughter, Meira 

Amy (Semogye) and Nati Israel on their marriage 

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Zuroff and Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Adelman on the marriage of 
their daughter and granddaughter, Eliana to Yechiel Aryeh Munk 

Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Lebenbom and Mr. & Mrs. Milton Lebeonbom on the 
engagement of their daughter and granddaughter, Tali to Yoni Newman 

Rabbi & Mrs. Ronald Schwarzberg on the marriage of their daughter Shayna to 
Noam Itzhak 

Rabbi Judah Isaacs on his recent marriage to Tzivia Rutman  

The Tanzman Family on the passing of David Tanzman, founding member and 
past president of Farber Hebrew Day School—Yeshivat Akiva 

Lead The Way 

Farber’s Annual Tuition Assistance Fundraiser 

Sunday, September 18th 

RSVP: linda.pedder@farberhds.org 


