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This school year the middle school students have the opportunity to 
participate in an elective called Crime Scene Investigation. The first 
trimester C.S.I. class was designated for the 6th grade students. 
Mrs. Israel is the instructor and the students have been learning 
about the introduction to forensics. One of the class objectives is to 
investigate evidence and use inquiry-based learning to expand 
scientific literacy.   
During class discussions the students have been very curious about 
certain aspects of C.S.I. that only real officers in the field could 
address. Mrs. VanNostrand, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
for Grades 1-8, brought in two Detroit Police Department detectives 
to speak with the 6th graders on Tuesday, November 29. 
The detectives, Officer Todd and Officer Bomber, walked the 
students through the step-by-step process of investigating a home 
invasion. They also provided real fingerprints for the students to 
attempt to determine a possible suspect for a crime.   
This was a great opportunity for the students and they really enjoyed the visit! They were able to see all of their learning 
being discussed by real detectives. The 7th and 8th graders will be afforded the same opportunity when they take this 
elective during second  and third trimesters.   

D.P.D. Detectives Visit the Farber 6th Graders 

Pictured left: Mrs. Amy Israel 
played the role of the suspect 
while Dalia Wolper was the 
investigator. Dalia presents 
Mrs. Israel with a warrant and 
was looking for evidence in her 
house.  

Pictured right: The 6th 
graders took notes 
while the detectives 
shared the information 
about the crime 
committed. 

Officers Todd and Bomber walk the students through the 
actual steps of a home invasion.   
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The Influence of European History 
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Mr. Wyma’s European History class studied the Late 
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, providing a solid 
foundation to engage with the chaotic, sometimes 
contradictory, events of the Reformation and Counter
-Reformation. Students built the necessary 
groundwork to identify and track major themes, and 
the changes therein in history in the first quarter. In 
the second quarter we will add in investigation and 
analysis of primary source documents as preparation 
for the third quarter research project required of all 
high school students. 
The students pictured are working in two groups to 
(1) explore a sermon Johann Tetzel used to 
encourage peasants to purchase indulgences or (2) 
read from Martin Luther’s autobiography as he 
explains how the sale of indulgences helped clarify 
and solidify his opposition to indulgences and the 
other sacramental traditions of the Catholic church. 
In the next class period the groups will come together 
as a whole to explore how these two men influenced 
each other, and the development of history. 

Group 1 – Why did Johann 
Tetzel, a representative of the 
Pope in Rome, feel it beneficial 
for believers to purchase an 
indulgence authorized by the 
Pope? 

Group 2 – What is justification and how 
did it become the central pillar of Mar-
tin Luther’s rejection of the Church, the 
Sacraments, and any intermediaries in 
one’s relationship with G-d? 

“In Euro History we have been studying about things that happened in 
Europe, things that significantly influence the world we live in today. 
We’ve also been learning how and why changes affect society and 
cause other changes”                                          -Ethan Adler – 10th grade 

The students in Robotics are in the throes of constructing their first robots. We have a great selection of projects represented 
in the class. At the start of the first quarter, we focused on learning how to write programs, wire up sensors or other 
electronic gadgets, and locate reference material on the internet to help figure out how one actually makes the different 
components of a robot perform certain pre-programmed responses to environmental situations. We experienced the thrilling 
process of debugging code when it does not do what it was supposed to do. Something as simple as the 3D-printed frame 
that has its USB access slot about 3mm out of position is a problem that has to be correctly diagnosed in order for us to 
decide on a most helpful course of action, for example. 
For the rest of this quarter, the different groups will work to construct and successfully program the robots. In the second half 
of the school year, the class will be divided into two groups and will work on constructing “battlebots” that will fight it out to 
see who is still standing at the end of the class. In this photo 
the groups are either figuring out how to assemble their 
robot, how to program different parts of the robot, or  
troubleshoot executive processes that are not behaving. 
A huge Farber thank you to Mr. Ben Forta and the wealth of 
background experience he brings to the class. Without him, it 
is hard to imagine how this class would be functioning in any 
meaningful way. 

“The great part about Robotics is that we get to do something 
fun while working with friends, trying to figure out how to 
make something work, and , when it doesn’t’ what’s wrong 
with it and how do we fix it. Great for teamwork, problem 
solving, and responsibility.”                      -Eitan Katz – 9th grade                                                   

Constructing a Robot 



Dvar Torah - Parshat Toldot 
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  After waiting 20 years to have children, Yitzchak and Rivka 
are blessed with twins.  Very quickly, the Torah describes, 
these two boys develop different interests and 
personalities.  Eisav is described as an Ish Yode’ah Tzayid, 
Ish Sadeh, a man who knows how to hunt, a man of the 
field, and Yaakov is described as an Ish Tam Yoshev Ohalim, 
a simple man who sits in tents.  Yitzchak and Rivka take 
different approaches toward parenting their children.  
Yitzchak loves Eisav “Ki Tzayid B’fiv,” for hunting is in his 
mouth, and Rivka loves Yaakov.  Many commentaries 
grapple with how Yitzchak could love such a wicked son.  
One approach, given by the Dubner Maggid, is that Yitzchak 
and Rivka’s perception of Eisav was based on their own 
personal upbringing.  Yitzchak grew up in a home full of the 
Torah and truth that Avraham was spreading.  When, as the 
Midrash describes, Eisav would come to his father and ask 
“how do we separate Ma’aser from salt,” Yitzchak could not 
fathom that a son who presented himself as righteous could 
in fact be wicked.  Rivka, on the other hand, grew up with 
her brother Lavan, the quintessential fraudster.  Being 
accustomed to such people, she was able to see beyond the 
façade Eisav put on and recognized his true essence.  Each 
parent formed an image of who Eisav was based on his or 
her life experiences. 
Very often, when we are exposed to something new, 
whether meeting a new person, learning a new idea, or 

finding ourselves in a new situation, we bring along our 
prior experiences.  Our perception gets colored and we can 
not truly recognize the new idea for what it is.  Francis 
Duffy, a professor of Change Leadership in Education at 
Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C., wrote an article, “I 
Think, Therefore I am Resistant to Change,” in which he 
stated, 
“Mental models resist change.  People don’t like to change 
what they know.  Given new information to consider, 
individuals will search their existing mental models to ensure 
that the new information is consistent with what they know.  
If the new information fits an existing mental model, the 
person accepts the information…If the individual cannot link 
the new information to an existing mental model, he or she 
may construct a mental model to understand the new 
information or discard the information as irrelevant”  
                 (Journal of Staff Development, 
Winter 2003, p. 31). 
Our objective as parents, students, and 
teachers is to overcome any mental 
blocks and pre-conceived interpretations 
we create for ourselves, and be willing to 
evaluate and understand our life 
experiences, information we are 
presented with, and situations we find 
ourselves in, for what they truly are. 

Shabbat Shalom! 
Rabbi Asher Nemes 

Judaic Studies 

This week Kindergarten celebrated the wedding of Yitzchak 
and Rivka. Celebrating with their guests, the Chattan and 
Kallah and their families enjoyed the bedeken, the chuppah, 
and dancing afterward. Thank you Rabbi Berman for being 
the “M’seder K’dushin” and for all the special guests that 
came to help make this simcha possible. 

The parsha came alive this week in Morah Sarah Shaw's 
Nursery 3 classroom. After learning about the parsha, the 
students decided they wanted to create a well. Using their 
problem solving skills, they created a well with items they 
found in the classroom 

Mazel Tov! 

Water for Camels 



Our Mission 
Farber Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Farber strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Farber seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Farber graduate will be 
invested with the desire to 
contribute significantly to our 
society as an educated productive 
citizen and an erudite Torah 
scholar, and display a strong and 
real bond with the religious Zionist        
movement.  
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Beit Midrash Bulletin  

 
Shacharit at Farber 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
Weekdays 8:00 a.m.  
 

Mincha 
Monday - Thursday at 2:40 p.m. 
Friday at 1:10 p.m. 
 
Maariv  
Monday - Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. 

Davening & Donuts at Greenfield Shiva Home 
Sunday, December 4 
Davening at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Women’s Parsha Class 

Tuesday, December 6 at 8:45 a.m. 

 

Community Milestones 
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Mazel Tov! 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Schon on the birth of a grandson 
Mr. and Mrs. David Weintraub, Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Zwick  on the birth of a son 
and grandson 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Howes on the birth of a son 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Grand on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter , Elisha Ariella 
Dr. Yoni Apap and Mrs. Deborah Kovsky - Apap , Dr. and Mrs. David Berris on the 
Bat Mitzvah of their daughter and granddaughter, Dalya 
Mr. and Mrs. Chanan Posner, Mr. and Mrs. Erwin Posner on the Bat Mitzvah on 
their daughter and granddaughter, Ellie 
Mrs. Rochelle Peterson on her engagement to Rabbi Yitzchok Lemberger 
Mr. and Mrs. George Chessler on the engagement of their sister, Mrs. Rochelle 
Peterson to Rabbi Yitzchok Lemberger 
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Devries, Mrs. Blanche Engel on the engagement of son and 
grandson, David to Nina Patchak 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Weiss, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Zwick, Mr. and Mrs. Morrie Weiss on 
the engagement of daughter and granddaughter, Yaffa to Yoni Gorman 
Mr. Yerachmiel Henig and Mrs. Chayala Levitz on the marriage of their son, 
Chaim to Tova Kupchik 

Condolences 
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Begel on the death of mother, Anne Begel 
Mrs. Chana Greenfield, Mr. and Mrs. Zev Greenfield, Mr. and Mrs. Steven 
Greenfield and Family on the death of husband, father and grandfather, Joey 
Greenfield 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Goldberg,  Mr. and Mrs. Asher Goldberg and Family on the 
death of father, grandfather and great grandfather, Rabbi Norman T. Goldberg 

Our art teacher, 
Shelby Drapinski, 
applied for a grant 
from Meemic to go 
toward new school 
supplies to enhance 
her classroom. She was awarded 
$100 to purchase classroom 
materials from Lakeshore 
Learning. Shelby has chosen 
supplies as well as organizational 
items that will be a great addition 
to her new classroom. 
Congratulations Ms. Drapinski!  

Meemic Grant Awarded 

to Ms. Drapinski 

Yeshivat Akiva  

Alumni in Israel 


