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Second Grade Math Night 
Wednesday, January 18th  
5:45 p.m. 

An Educator’s Perspective on the  

U.N. Resolution 

Important Dates: 

The Jewish community is still absorbing Resolution 2334 of 
the United Nations Security Council regarding Israeli 
settlements in "Palestinian occupied territories,” its demand 
that Israel stop such activity and the disturbing abstention of 
the United States. This move appears to be a shift in U.S. 
policy toward Israel. We at Farber Hebrew Day School—
Yeshivat Akiva have begun responding to this event through 
education. Our students require a full understanding of 
historical and political issues related to the topic. As a 
Modern Orthodox Religious Zionist school, our role in the 
community is to educate our students to be conversant and 
strong in their commitment and dedication to Medinat 
Yisrael.  
 

Two main objectives will drive our program. First, we want 
our students to understand the basic facts. Second, we want 
our students to appreciate nuance. Issues around Israel are 
rarely black and white and support multiple interpretations.   
  
The Middle School this week had their first session led by 
Rabbi Berman discussing the U.N., the Security Council, the 
difference between Israel proper and Settlements, the 
contents of the resolutions and some historical 
background.  Rabbi Berman will spend more time in the   
near future in Middle School classes laying out the historical 
context that lead up to the Israel-Palestinian conflict.         

The High School has begun an extensive conversation on the 
topic including a survey to assess prior knowledge. Over the 
course of a week-and-a-half during tefilah, information is 
being shared with students on the topic in preparation for a 
Yom Iyun devoted to the issue. The Yom Iyun will be 
developed in concert with our Israel in World Relations class 
immediately after finals. 
 

We encourage you to partner with us in discussing the U.N. 
Resolution, Bibi Netanyahu and his government, 
Settlements, U.S.- Israel relations, the implications of the 
Trump presidency for Israel and a myriad of other issues 
relevant to the topic. Our role as parents and educators is to 
equip our children with knowledge regarding current events 
so that they can speak intellectually on the topic, formulate 
an educated response and properly voice their stance. 
 

For decades, Farber Hebrew Day School—Yeshivat Akiva 
students remain at the forefront of Israel advocacy on local 
and global platforms. On February 7th, our High School 
students will attend and staff the AIPAC Michigan Winter 
Community Event at Shaarey Zedek. We are confident that 
our students’ passion for the security of Medinat Yisrael 
coupled with their knowledge of current events will help 
them continue their important role as being the voice of our 
Modern Orthodox youth.   

ECC & Elementary Open House 
Monday, January 30th 
8:45—10:15 a.m. 
 
First Grade Chagigat Hasidur 
Sunday, February 5th  
10:30 a.m. 

Scotch & Wine Tasting Event 
Saturday Evening, February 11th 
8:00 p.m. 
 
February Break 
February 16—27 Classes resume Tuesday, 
February 28th 
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“Journey to Me” — All About Family 
A family dinner was served this week at the Nadel home as part of Morah Merav Edrei and Mrs. Ariella Nadel’s 7th Grade 
"Journey to Me" program.  The students spent time in class reflecting on the traditions and rituals, which made their 
families unique. To culminate the unit, parents were asked to secretly provide a special family recipe, fun family custom and 
a brief family history.  At our family dinner, we cooked the girls’ family favorites from brownies to popcorn cauliflower to 
tuna casserole (dessert always comes first!) Then, around the dinner table, we discussed new family facts the girls learned 
from the history their parents provided. We noted differences and similarities between our family histories - several students 
were grandchildren of Holocaust survivors, some came from several generations of Americans, all had stories of relatives 
who had overcome challenges and others shared funny stories associated with those challenges. We even discovered that 
two students had parents who grew up on farms –one on a chicken farm and one on dairy farm and both raised animals not 
to eat, but for the eggs and milk they produced.  The evening ended with a trivia game based on facts about each of the girls, 
their family history and, of course, featuring some great baby pictures.  The girls left the evening with an appreciation of 
the special characteristics, which make their families their own.  

Geometric Tessellations with Mr. Barr 

This week, Mr. Barr’s 6th Grade math class investigated geometric 
tessellations. A tessellation is the tiling of a plane using one or more 
geometric shapes, called tiles, with no overlaps and no gaps. The 
students first read about tessellations and researched a number of 
samples from M. C. Escher. Afterward, the students took out colored 
patterned blocks and created their own tessellations. Finally, the 
students went online to the Enriching Mathematics website and 
created regular and semi-regular tessellations, colored in existing 
designs and played a tessellation version of Tetris using the software 
on the website. Check out some of their creations! 



Dvar Torah: Parshat Vayigash/פרשת ויגש  
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Shorashim Aerobics 

Mrs. Stein’s 7th & 8th Grade girls’ Chumash 
class got creative with their Shorashim review. 
The girls spelled out different Shorashim with 
their bodies and had to provide the definition of 
each Shoresh they formed. The exercise was 
exactly that… an exercise—of the mind and 
body! Can you guess any of the Shorashim in 
the photos? 

In this week’s Parsha, the Pasuk says: 
 

  וירא את העגלות אשר שלח יוסף לשאת אתו ותחי רוח יעקב אביהם
”And he saw the wagons that Yosef had sent to transport him, 
then the spirit of their father Yaakov was revived.” 
 

Rashi explains, Yosef sent these Agalot, wagons, back to Yaakov as 
a sign. These Agalot indicated to Yaakov that the topic of Eglah 
Arufah was the last thing Yosef and Yaakov learned together 
before they were separated from each other. This is why the 
Pasuk says “ אשר שלח יוסף  “ and does not say אשר שלח פרעה “  “. 
 
There is a story that happened in the city of Vilna with a wealthy 
man who was marrying off his daughter. Soon after the wedding, 
the husband disappeared without a trace. Many people were sent 
out in search of this fellow, with no success, leaving his wife an 
Agunah. After many years, a man came to the city claiming to be 
the lost husband of this woman. The wealthy father was so happy 
and pleased to see that at last his daughter can be redeemed from 
her status as an Agunah. However, after she met with her 
husband, she went to her father with a suspicion that this man 
was not her lost husband. The father met with his “son in-law” 
and spoke with him. While they chatted, he investigated the 
matter by asking questions only his son in-law could answer to 
determine if this was indeed his daughter’s husband. The man 
answered every question with confidence and remembered many 
specifics and intricacies; he remembered the wedding, the 
preparations that took place prior to the wedding, names of 
neighbors etc. The father returned to his daughter and told her 
that he looked into the matter and this man was in fact her 
husband! Still, the daughter insisted that he was not. In his 
distress, the father relayed the story to the Vilna Gaon. The Vilna 
Gaon instructed the father to have his “son in law” show him 
where the two should sit in shul on Shabbat. The father heard the 
advice of the Vilna Gaon and followed the orders. When they 
arrived at shul, the father stopped by the entrance and asked his 
“son in-law” to show him their seats. The man became puzzled 
and did not know what to do, given that he did not know where 
the proper seats were. The man understood that his deceitfulness 

had been foiled. As there was no choice, the man admitted that 
he was not the husband. He then explained that he met the real 
husband in a distant city where he lived and he told him all the 
details, thus allowing him to answer everything correctly. The only 
detail he did not know was his place in the shul. This incident 
became known quickly. Everyone was impressed by the wit of the 
Gaon; some even said that this was an actual nevuah. 

“This was not my idea” said the Gaon, when he heard what people 
were saying about him. “The Torah actually teaches us this idea 
when the children of Yaakov came and told him, “Ode Yosef 
Chai”(45:26) “Yosef is still alive.” The Pasuk says that Yaakov’s 
heart rejected the news and he did not believe his sons. However, 
when he saw the Agalot, the Pasuk says “ ותחי רוח יעקב אביהם”    
“Then the spirit of their father Yaakov was revived.” The Gaon asks 
why only after seeing the Agalot did Yaakov have a change of 
heart of the status of his son Yosef? 

The Vilna Gaon answers that at first when Yaakov heard that Yosef 
was still alive, he suspected that maybe his sons were deceiving 
him by telling him a number of specifics of Yosef’s whereabouts. 
But when his children showed him the Agalot Yosef sent, Yaakov 
knew it was a sign based on the topic of Eglah Arufah he and Yosef 
learned together. Immediately Yaakov Avinu understood that his 
children were not misleading him at all, because Devarim 
ShebiKedusha, holy matters, are not set in one’s mind at a time of 
deception. 

The Gaon concludes, “So too, in this case, I suggested that the 
wife’s father ask the deceitful ‘husband’ where they sit in shul; 
since that is a Davar ShebiKedusha and would not be recalled in a 
time of dishonesty!” 

May we continue to merit a life built on Torah, Kedushah, and 
Emet. 

Rabbi Shmuel Winters 
Judaic Faculty 



Our Mission 
Farber Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Farber strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Farber seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Farber graduate will be 
invested with the desire to 
contribute significantly to our 
society as an educated productive 
citizen and an erudite Torah 
scholar, and display a strong and 
real bond with the religious Zionist        
movement.  

 

Farber is Accredited by 
the Michigan            
Non-Public School         
Accrediting             
Association 

21100 W. 12 Mile Road 

Southfield, MI 48076 

Phone: (248) 386-1625 

Fax: (248) 386-1632 

 www.farberhds.org  

Rabbi Scot A. Berman 

Acting Head of School 

Malkie Rosenbloom 

Editor 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt 

President 

Beit Midrash Bulletin  

Shacharit at Farber 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
Weekdays 8:00 a.m.  
Mincha 
Monday - Thursday at 2:40 p.m. 
Friday at 1:10 p.m. 

Maariv  
Monday - Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Davening & Donuts  
Sunday, January 8th at 9:00 a.m. 
Women’s Parsha Class 
Tuesday, January 10th at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Mrs. Stein’s Family Dynamics Class 
Tuesday, January 10th at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Mishmar 
Thursday, January 12th at 8:00 p.m.  

 

 

Community Milestones 
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Mazel Tov! 
Dr. & Mrs. Sidney Schechet and Dr. & Mrs. Joel Schechet on the birth of a 
son and grandson 
Dr. & Mrs. Jay Novetsky and Mrs. Phyllis Novetsky on the birth of a 
granddaughter and great-granddaughter, Satya Eva Neshama 
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Warshay, Mr. & Mrs. Elliot Shevin and Mr. & Mrs. Lee 
Warshay on the birth of a daughter and granddaughter 
Dr. & Mrs. Chanan Kroll on the birth of a granddaughter 
Dr. & Mrs. David Berkower and Dr. & Mrs. Lary Berkower on the Bnei 
Mitzvah of their children and grandchildren, Isaac and Atara 
Rabbi & Mrs. Joseph Jacobovitz on the engagement of their son Ari to Jenni 
Herman 
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Goodman, Ms. Leslie Miller and Mr. Ron Miller on the 
engagement of their children Jenny Goodman to Jacob Miller 
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Korman, Ms. Rachel Galazan and Mrs. Toni Korman on 
the engagement of their son and grandson, Jacob to Sarah Samson 
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Weiss on the marriage of their daughter Netanya to Ofir 
Carmi 
Mrs. Stacy Carmen on the engagement of 
her daughter, Talya to Uri Elhyani 

 

Condolences To: 
Dr. & Mrs. Ken Kohn and Family 
and Mr. & Mrs. Asher Goldberg 
and Family on the death of 
mother, grandmother and great
-grandmother, Rose Kohn 
Mrs. Madeline Berman and 
Family on the death of husband, 
father and grandfather, Mandell 
“Bill” Berman  

Join Us! 

Save the Date: 

 
Farber Ribbon Cutting 

Ceremony 

Sunday, May 21st 

 
Annual Dinner 

Sunday, June 18th  


