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Winter Break 
Friday, December 23rd—Monday, January 2nd 
School resumes on Tuesday, January 3rd 

 A Day of Appreciation for Those Wounded -  יום ההוקרה 

in Wars and Terror Attacks 
This week, the Farber Middle School and High School 
participated in a world-wide Day of Recognition for the 
Wounded in Wars and Terror Attacks in Israel. The 
ceremony was an opportunity to express appreciation for 
wounded IDF soldiers and victims of acts of terror.  
 
Our students chose a theme of "heroism" for the ceremony 
and how our חיילים display heroism on a daily basis whether 
serving in active duty or overcoming physical, psychological 
or emotional wounds. Heroism is an appropriate topic as we 
approach Chanukah and remember the Maccabees, who 
displayed unfathomable courage, standing up to the Greeks, 
who threatened the continued existence of the Jewish 
people in the Land of Israel.  
 

After the ceremony, which included video tributes, 
inspirational stories and the commemoration of the service 
of two special soldiers, Orly Jerusalem, student speaker, 
read an excerpt from Yitzhak Sadeh, founder and 
commander of the Palmach:  
 
"Heroism is not the pinnacle of achievement. It is a pathway 
toward a goal, a path along which there are no 
shortcuts...Let us note that heroism is not bravery, but rather 
a readiness to sacrifice oneself.... At its core, heroism is the 
love for one another."  
 
The Farber High School students and faculty extend a 
heartfelt  תודה רבה to past and present soldiers who 
selflessly fought and continue to fight to defend the State of 
Israel.  

Scotch and Wine Tasting & Auction: Saturday evening, February 11th 
Farber Ribbon Cutting Ceremony: Sunday, May 21st 
Annual Dinner: Sunday, June 18th  
 

Save the Date: Important Dates: 
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Arichiving 
Akiva’s History Mr. Wyma's Middle School Social Studies class is 

working their way across the continent of Europe, 
currently studying France and Low Countries. One day 
per week this trimester, the Social Studies class was 
dedicated to STARS, a curriculum designed by Farber's 
Education Support Staff to help 6th and 7th Grade 
students learn some of the hidden curriculum skills 
(such as test taking strategies, learning styles and time 
management) needed for success in the academic 
world.   
 
The ESS staff and Mr. Wyma teamed together to 
introduce the Cornell Notes style of note-taking to 
support the students as they read through the text. 
The process and research-based rationale was first 
presented to the students by Mrs. Friday during the STARS class and further 
modeled in Mr. Wyma's Social Studies classes during the first weeks of November.  
 
"Taking notes this way really makes sense.  It organizes all the ideas for me", shared 
Edmond Meshulam Aron.  Eli Haddad further shared, "It does help me organize and 
summarize the material easily and helps me study for tests."  Since the introduction 
of the this strategy, this tool is being used in Mr. Wyma's Social Studies class, in the 
STARS class as well as in the language arts classes.  It is wonderful to see how one 
skill can be applied to so many classes! 

Hidden Curriculum Skills in our 

Middle School  

First Grade Math Night 
On Wednesday, the First Grade class and their parents came together for a fun night 
of math with an infusion of Chanukah. The families truly enjoyed themselves! 
Parents worked closely with their children to graph dreidel spins, problem solve, find 
the perimeter of the base board for their Chanukiah and make their very own 
Chanukiah to take home. Our students and their families experienced how fun math 
can be when incorporated into tangible projects and real-life experiences.  A special 
thank you to Mrs. VanNostrand and Miss Diskin for this wonderful event.   

The Farber administration 
recently met with Robbie 

Terman, chief archivist at the 
Leonard N. Simons Jewish 

Community Archives, an affiliate 
of the Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Detroit. As we 

anticipate the move into our new 
building in a few short months, 
we are working to preserve the 
memories, history and priceless 

contributions of our beloved 
school. Photographs, yearbooks, 
dinner journals, sports apparel, 
curriculum documents are all 

items that can be archived and 
preserved through the Jewish 

Community Archives. A 
dedicated team of volunteers is 
meeting Tuesday mornings after 
Rabbi Leib's weekly Parsha class 
(approximately 10:00 a.m.) to 
sort through our school's most 
meaningful items. If you would 
like to help sort and organize 
items for our archives, please 
contact Cheryl Jerusalem at  

248-386-1625 or 
cheryl.jerusalem@farberhds.org  

You can literately be a part of 
Farber Hebrew Day School - 

Yeshivat Akiva's history.  

 

Newspaper clip from 1965 Akiva 

Open House 

Dalia Zwas, 8th Grade 
practices her new note-taking 

skills 

Aviel Pergament and Aron Skoczylas, both First Graders, enjoying a math night 
when their parents 



Dvar Torah: Parshat Vayishlach/פרשת וישלח  
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Similes Call for Song & 
Dance 

Who knew learning about similes could get our students to break out 
in dance? Mrs. Jablin's 4th Grade General Studies class broke out in 

dance when hearing "Everything At Once" a catchy tune about similes.  

Recently, the Israeli government dedicated the 17th of Kislev 

(this Shabbat) as a day to honor injured Israeli soldiers and 

those injured as the result of terrorist attacks. On Thursday, 

our Israeli ShIilichim and some of our students led the 8th - 

12th Grades in a ceremony honoring those who have been 

injured and praying for their recovery. 

 

The first Jewish soldier to be injured in battle is Yaakov in this 

week's Parsha. Late one night, Yaakov, finding himself all 

alone, engages in a battle with a heavenly figure. Ultimately, 

Yaakov prevails, but he does not escape unscathed. At battle's 

end, Yaakov is left limping. The Torah tells us that because of 

this event, the descendants of Yaakov continue until this day to 

refrain from eating the Gid Hanasheh, the sciatic nerve. 

 

The Ramban and others explain that the purpose of this 

prohibition against eating the Gid Hanasheh is symbolic of the 

vicissitudes of Jewish destiny. We will, in our struggle against 

the forces of Esav, find ourselves in the dark, alone and 

engaged in frightening battle. There will be times of great 

destruction and despair. The Gid Hanasheh reminds us that 

morning will come, no matter how bleak the current darkness 

appears. G-d will redeem us and, like Yaakov, we will ultimately 

prevail. 

 

Still, it seems strange that we recognize G-d's ultimate 

salvation by focusing our attention on the injury which Yaakov 

sustained. If G-d's purpose is for us to be encouraged that we 

will ultimately prevail, why not command us to perform a 

practice which reminds us of Yaakov's victory, not his injury? 

 

Furthermore, Rashi quotes a Midrash that explains that 

although Yaakov is injured, by morning, his injury was 

miraculously healed. If his injury was healed almost 

immediately, according to this Midrash, why belabor the point 

by commemorating the long-forgotten pain for years to come? 

 

I believe this Mitzvah has two purposes. 

 

One purpose, as the Ramban explained, is that during the dark 

days of oppression or war, we should remember that salvation 

will come. We must not despair, because the long arc of Jewish 

history, as symbolized by the stories of our forefathers, 

ensures that we will prevail. 

 

A second purpose is that once we reach salvation, when the 

war is over, when times are good, we do not lose sight of the 

fact that there were costs to this victory. There were people 

who were hurt. Sometimes, as the Midrash suggested, in the 

morning of victory, things appear to have been restored to a 

state of perfection with all our problems solved. The Mitzvah 

of Gid Hanasheh cautions us:  do not forget the pain and do not 

neglect to honor the sacrifice that was necessary to get us to 

this point. 

 

Today in modern Israel we see a flowering of redemption that, 

despite difficulties along the way, comes closer and closer each 

day to the promised full Jewish 

sovereignty and peaceful religious utopia 

predicted by our prophets. We must 

never neglect to honor those who have 

suffered and are suffering the injuries of 

the night without whom we would not 

be able to enjoy the full light of our 

redemption. 

 

May all of the injured of Israel be 

speedily healed.  

Shabbat Shalom. 

Rabbi Noam Stein 
High School 

Principal 



Our Mission 
Farber Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Farber strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Farber seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Farber graduate will be 
invested with the desire to 
contribute significantly to our 
society as an educated productive 
citizen and an erudite Torah 
scholar, and display a strong and 
real bond with the religious Zionist        
movement.  

 

Farber is Accredited by 
the Michigan            
Non-Public School         
Accrediting             
Association 

21100 W. 12 Mile Road 

Southfield, MI 48076 

Phone: (248) 386-1625 

Fax: (248) 386-1632 

 www.farberhds.org  

Rabbi Scot A. Berman 

Acting Head of School 

Malkie Rosenbloom 

Editor 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt 

President 

Beit Midrash Bulletin  

 
Shacharit at Farber 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
Weekdays 8:00 a.m.  

Mincha 
Monday - Thursday at 2:40 p.m. 
Friday at 1:10 p.m. 
 
Maariv  
Monday - Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. 

Davening & Donuts  
Sunday, December 18th 
Davening at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Women’s Parsha Class 
Tuesday, December 20th at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Community Milestones 
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Mazel Tov! 
Rabbi & Mrs. Herschel Klainberg on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Yakov 
Mr. & Mrs. Max Berlin, Mrs. Alice Berlin and Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Meyer on the 
marriage of their daughter and granddaughter, Rebecca to Avrohom Vegh 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Storchan on the marriage of their daughter Aliza to Ira 
Tick 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Shiffman and Mrs. Lois Shiffman on the marriage of their 
grandson and great-grandson, Matthew to Mallory Walter 

 

Condolences To: 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Shaw & Family, Mr. & Mrs. Yosef Sufrin & Family on the 
death of their mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, Miriam 
Rubenstein 
Mr. Jerry Schornack on the death of his father, Gerald Schornack 
 

 

 


