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Winter Break 
Friday, December 23rd—Monday, January 2nd 
School resumes on Tuesday, January 3rd 

  Chanukah Sameach חנוכה שמח

From Farber Hebrew Day School—Yeshivat Akiva! 

Scotch and Wine Tasting & Auction: Saturday evening, February 11th 
Farber Ribbon Cutting Ceremony: Sunday, May 21st 
Annual Dinner: Sunday, June 18th  
 

Save the Date: Important Dates: 

Annual Farber Chanukiah Contest 
Yes, Chanukiahs can be made out of nail polish, bowling 
pins, legos - even toothbrushes! Our artistic students 
surprised us once again with their innovative and unique 
Chanukiahs that were displayed in the ECC hallway this 
week. Kol HaKavod to our winners: Daniella Weil, JJ Jacobs 
and Ami Doppelt (tied for first place) Jacob Apap (second 
place) and Hannah Siff (third place).  
 
 
 

A special thank you to our Division Heads and our ECC 
Director Anita Batt for instituting our annual Chanukiah 
contest - a true Farber favorite - which allows our students 
to demonstrate their creative skills and think out of the 
standard Menorah box. Thank you to our adorable 
participants for bringing a spark of creativity into our Farber 
hallways just in time for Chanukah! 
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Little Miracles—ECC Chanukah Concert 
Farber ECC families enjoyed another special Chanukah concert led by the youngest members of our school. Our little 

Maccabees and candles lit the Menorah, recited the Brachot and sang special Chanukah songs with spirit and enthusiasm. 
The children and their families were invited to the multipurpose room where they enjoyed loose parts Chanukiah making, 

dreidel decorating and of course - ice cream sundaes! Thank you to Mrs. Batt and the entire ECC staff for a luminous 
Chanukah celebration. 

How to Think Outside the Quadrilateral Parallelogram  
Mrs. Jubas's Third Grade Math Enrichment class, along with 
assistance from Mr. Palizzi, have been designing a putt-putt 
mini golf course combining math with technology. The 
students have become engineers while enjoying their 
adventures in geometric golf. 
 
First, the students practiced using Google drawings where 
they built Farber Hebrew Day School buses out of shapes such 
as triangles, squares, rectangles, semi-circles, etc. Afterwards, 
they learned the names of many new shapes such as a 
rhombus, parallelograms, decagons and trapezoids via a fun 
crossword puzzle. With this new knowledge, the students then 
sketched on paper how they intended their golf course to be 
constructed using four sided figures, ovals, polygons and other 
shapes.  Many realized that revisions were necessary and 
edited their golf putting holes accordingly. They learned how 
to add obstacles such as water and ramps as well! The 
students also created a spreadsheet using Google sheets. The 
spreadsheet lists the geometric shapes, along with a 

definition. Columns identify how many times that shape was 
used for each individual hole. Using a formula, other data will 
be generated such as total number of shapes and total 
number of sides. Shading and borders will be created to make 
the spreadsheet more 
organized and easier to 
read. 
 
A portfolio is being printed 
and includes an introduction 
by the students about what 
they accomplished, each 
putting hole diagram, a 
descriptive explanation of 
the shapes used and their 
placement purpose. The 
students are now ready to 
sell their geometric golf 
course.  Any bidders???   



Dvar Torah: Parshat Vayeshev/פרשת וישב  
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High School Visiting Day  
Tuesday, our 8th Graders experienced a day as a Farber High School student. The students davened with the High School in 
the Beit Midrash, ate breakfast and lunch with fellow High School students and heard about student life, advocacy programs 
and extracurricular programming from a live student panel. Our 8th Graders enjoyed a High School level Chemistry Lab with 

Mr. Barnes and a Gemara Shiur with Rabbi Stein. A highlight from the morning was enjoying a virtual tour of our new 
building led by Rabbi Berman. The class of 2021 will have a special place in Farber Hebrew Day School—Yeshivat Akiva’s 
history as the first 9th Grade in our new building. We look forward to watching your child continue his/her educational 

journey in the Farber Hebrew Day School High School. 

This week's Parsha describes the unfortunate, harrowing story 

of Yosef and his brothers. Yosef's brothers want to kill Yosef; 

they considered him a legal Rodef, a murderer, because his 

dreams indicated that he would take over the rest of the 

Shevatim's independence and prosperity. According to their 

calculations, these "aspirations" earned Yosef punishment by 

death. However, Reuven valiantly stands up and refutes the 

course of action, stating that there must be another way to 

deal with the situation. So the brothers lowered Yosef into the 

pit as Reuven plotted to return and retrieve Yosef at a later 

time. It is Reuven's leadership that saves Yosef's life. 

     

Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin, ZT"L in his Sefer Aznayim LaTorah 

(Bereshit 37:21) makes an astute observation of Reuven's 

character. He suggests that Reuven had the most to gain with 

Yosef's demise, because, as the Bechor, firstborn, he was in the 

position to take over as leader of the Shevatim. The other 

brothers would have remained subordinates to whomever the 

leader would be - be it Yosef or Reuven (or even Yehuda, 

perhaps). Yet Reuven is the one who stands up and declares 

not to kill Yosef and determine an alternative solution.   

It is a hallmark of a Jew to stand up for what is right - even if 

remaining silent could be of personal benefit. This sentiment is 

illustrated in the Chanukah story as well. When faced with the 

ultimate religious threat by the Greeks, the Jews could have 

put Torah and Mitzvot aside for a while, until the persecution 

subsided. They could have temporarily experimented with 

Greek culture. Instead, they stood up for their beliefs, customs 

and practices, even at personal risk. They knew in their hearts 

that they could not abandon their 

heritage, even for a short while.  

   

It is our blessing to all of our students 

that they apply this lesson to their 

personal lives by illuminating the 

world with their Jewish commitment 

and pride - wherever life takes them.  

 

Enjoy Winter Break. Shabbat Shalom 

and Chanukah Sameach! 

Rabbi Yaakov 
Lasson 

Judaic Faculty 



Our Mission 
Farber Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Farber strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Farber seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Farber graduate will be 
invested with the desire to 
contribute significantly to our 
society as an educated productive 
citizen and an erudite Torah 
scholar, and display a strong and 
real bond with the religious Zionist        
movement.  

 

Farber is Accredited by 
the Michigan            
Non-Public School         
Accrediting             
Association 

21100 W. 12 Mile Road 

Southfield, MI 48076 

Phone: (248) 386-1625 

Fax: (248) 386-1632 

 www.farberhds.org  

Rabbi Scot A. Berman 

Acting Head of School 

Malkie Rosenbloom 

Editor 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt 

President 

Beit Midrash Bulletin  

 
Shacharit at Farber 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
Weekdays 8:00 a.m.  
 
 

 
Mincha 
Monday - Thursday at 2:40 p.m. 
Friday at 1:10 p.m. 
Maariv  
Monday - Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Mishmar 
No Mishmar Thursday, 12/22 or 12/29 
Davening & Donuts  
No Davening & Donuts Sunday, 12/25 or 
1/1 
Women’s Parsha Class 
No Women’s Parsha Shiur Tuesday, 12/27 

 

Community Milestones 
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Mazel Tov! 
Dr. & Mrs. Chanan Kroll and Mrs. Raiselle Snow on the birth of a grandson 
and great-grandson 
Mrs. Chaya Leah Tinman on the birth of a grandson 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Spalter on the marriage of their daughter, Madison to 
Noah Bowtnick 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Richter on the marriage of their son Aron Shalom to Sori 
Kaplan 
Condolences To: 
Mr. & Mrs. Shmuel Chaim Bass on the death of their great- grandmother, 
Gladys Schweid  
The Farber Hebrew Day School—Yeshivat Akiva community mourns the 
passing of Detroit Jewish philanthropist and friend, Mr. Mandell “Bill” 
Berman 

Farber PTO Brings Shlock Rock to Detroit 
Thank you to Farber PTO and Shaarey Zedek for a fantastic 

family event! 
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