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Important Dates: 
 
                                                       

Winter Break 
Friday, December 23rd—Monday, January 
2nd 
School resumes on Tuesday, January 3rd 

Wednesday, December 14th            
Early dismissal  
ECC - 3:00 p.m.  
Grades 1-12 - 3:15 p.m.    

Announcing: Recipients of The Rabbi Eliezer Cohen (z”l) Award  

for Excellence in Teaching 

The Farber-Akiva Community expresses a Kol HaKavod to Farber parent, 
Jerry Eizen, who joined Israel’s Emergency Volunteer Program (EVP) to 
assist with firefighting efforts during its great time of need at the end of 
November. Last year, Jerry traveled to Israel to train with the Israeli Fire 
Department to learn their firefighting system and familiarize himself 
with the equipment in case of an emergency situation. In response to 
Israel’s recent cry for help, Jerry traveled to Israel and was stationed in 
Kfar Saba with 42 other firefighters from across the U.S. Thank you Jerry 
for demonstrating your devotion to our homeland and for serving as a 
model citizen in both America and Israel.  

A Hero At Home And Abroad 

Congratulations to Mrs. Ariella Nadel and Mrs. Merav Edrei, co-
teachers of the Middle School Girls Journey to מי
(Me) and Inside Out personal exploration curriculum, who will 
be granted $1000 in recognition of their exceptional curriculum 
on personal responsibility, reflection and exploration.  
 

The Journey to מי  (Me) and Inside Out program created by 
Mrs. Nadel and Mrs. Edrei is a character-building experiential 
program promoting self-awareness of religious and social 
responsibility within the young Jewish female adolescent. The 
Journey to מי  (Me) portion, successfully piloted last 
year, focuses on different areas of responsibility through the 
study of Jewish sources and interactive activities. The program 
also includes after school activities featuring an array of guest 
speakers.   
 

Mrs. Nadel and Mrs. Edrei will be awarded their grant to 
expand their 7th Grade girls program for 8th Grade girls. Inside 
Out focuses on character development and is based loosely on 

the 13 Middot of Rav Yisrael Salanter, the founder of 
the Mussar movement. Similar to the Journey to מי   (Me) 
program, units focus on the development of personal character 
traits and will involve text study, experiential learning, hands 
on projects and reflection.  
 

The Farber-Akiva family expresses a hearty Kol 
HaKavod to Mrs. Nadel and Mrs. Edrei for their efforts and 
implementation of this innovative program. The educational 
impact of the Journey to מי (Me) program is already evident 
among our 8th Grade girls through their level of discussion, 
increased self-reflection and their gravitation toward guidance 
seeking from positive role models.  
 

We wish Mrs. Nadel and Mrs. Edrei Hatzlacha Rabbah as they 
continue the implementation of their Journey to מי  (Me) and 
Inside Out program and a special thank you to Mrs. Sheila 
Guyer for her generous donation in memory of Rabbi Eliezer 
Cohen (z"l).  
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Giving Back “in the D” 
 (and other local organizations) 

Eimatai Community Service at Farber 
John Barr’s Math 
Class Mentioned 

in the Jewish 
News  

With the help of Mr. Steve Palizzi, Farber’s Education Technology Director, our Farber 
staff is sharpening their computer technology skills with the newly implemented Farber 
Professional Academy. Farber Professional Academy (or FPAcademy) is a web-based, 
learning system for interested staff members structured around three—15 minute 
learning activities. Participants have a week to complete the activities and master the 
material. Finishing the weekly activities earns the participant a digital badge and makes 
him/her eligible for a prize.  
 

Lessons focus on Google applications and will expand to other types of technology (for 
both personal and professional growth). Over 30 staff members have enrolled in 
FPAcademy and earned their initial badges.  We would like to extend a huge thank you to 
Mr. Palizzi for coordinating the Farber Professional Academy and congratulations to our 
staff members who have participated thus far. If you are interested in sponsoring a 
FPAcademy prize, such as a small gift card or donated item from your personal business, 
please contact Steve Palizzi at steven.palizzi@farberhds.org or send in a gift item with 
your child to give to Mr. Palizzi. Thank you in advance for supporting Farber’s 
professional education!  

Farber High School students are hitting the 
streets of Detroit for their Eimatai 
Community Service program.  Last week, 
Rabbi Berman, Mrs. Sklar and Mrs. 
Wrotslavsky led groups of High School 
students to a number of volunteer 
organizations in both downtown Detroit 
and suburban areas. One group offered 
support to Humble Designs (pictured 
right), an organization that furnishes 
homes for the underprivileged. Students 
also assisted Blight Busters, an organization that works with poor, underserved 
Detroit neighborhoods where our students helped clean streets, haul away street 
debris and move furniture out of a leaking building. Students enjoyed a trip to the 
JARC recreational facility in Bloomfield Hills, where they visited a group of residents 
from other JARC homes and participated in the residents’ daily activity.  

Farber Faculty Sharpens its Tech Skills 

with Farber Professional Academy 

John Barr is teaching our kids 
that yes, math is relevant. Mr. 

Barr is one of a few local 
teachers using Ken Chelst’s 

new math curriculum, Applied 
Mathematics Practices for the 
21st Century (AMP 21).  The 
new curriculum aims to help 
students understand math’s 
most infamous complaint: its 
relevancy (or lack thereof) in 
everyday life. The curriculum 

is taught by applying 
mathematical skills to solve 

real life problems and utilizing 
Microsoft Excel to analyze 
decisions made through 

applied calculations. Farber’s 
very own John Barr is quoted 

in the article saying his 
students “absolutely love 

it” (the curriculum) and are 
“much more engaged with the 

content, especially because 
there is rarely only one correct 
answer. The students love this 

as it allows them to think 
outside of the box.”   

Good luck to all our student artists who submitted 

Chanukah artwork for the  

Jewish News cover contest!  
(submission to the right by Daniella Weil, 7th Grade) John Barr with math students Tal 

Ershler and Uri Lorkis in November 
17th Jewish News article written by 

Barbara Lewis 



Dvar Torah - Parshat Vayetzei 
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Welcome to פולצ'ק ! 
Farber Shlichim present:   פולצ'ק  An original Israeli restaurant right in the Farber lunchroom. Enjoy 

Israeli cuisine during lunchtime, listen to Israeli music and engage in Hebrew conversation! This month 
featured homemade Chummus. Stay tuned for the feature dish 

next month! 

י   ה ָרֵחֵֽל וְֵעיֵנֵׁ֥ ם ַהְקַטָנָ֖ ה וְֵשֵׁ֥ ם ַהְגדָֹל֙ה ֵלָאָ֔ י ָב֑נֹות ֵשֵׁ֤ ן ְשֵתֵּ֣ ּוְלָלָבָ֖

ֵֽה: ת ַמְרא  ַאר וִיַפֵׁ֥ ָֹ֖ ה יְַפת־ת ה ַר֑כֹות וְָרֵחל֙ ָהֵֽיְָתָ֔  ֵלָאָ֖

( יז-)בראשית פרק כט פסוק טז  

 

“Lavan had two daughters. The older was named Leah and the 
younger was named Rachel.  Leah’s eyes were weak, while 
Rachel was of beautiful form and attractive appearance.” 
 
At first glance it seems odd that the Torah shares details of the 
physical appearances of and attractions between Yaakov and 
Rachel.  Odder still is that these external physical attributes 
form the basis of Yaakov’s love.  And yet, we have several 
examples where an external factor seems to form the basis of 

a relationship between the Patriarchs and Matriarchs.   
 
Rivkah, in Parshat Chayei-Sarah, “Sees Yitzchak and falls 
from her camel” (Bereishit 24: 64).  Just a few verses later 
the Torah tells us that “She (Rivkah) became his (Yitzchak’s) 
wife, and he loved her” (verse 67).  We see a similar 
phenomenon with the love between Yitzchak and his son 
Eisav. “Yitzchak loved Eisav for he provided him with tzayid 
b’fiv (fresh game for food)” (Bereishit 25:28). 
 
Is it conceivable that the progenitors of our people were 
influenced by such superficial externalities?  
 
Rav David Bigman, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Maale Gilboa and 
former Detroiter, offers his only novel approach to this 
question.  He suggests that the love that Yitzchak had for his 
son Eisav was not due to the delicacies that his son provided 
him with, nor was Yaakov’s love for Rachel based on her 
physical beauty.  Instead these externals are merely the 
outward manifestations of a deeper love.  “The Torah is not 
telling us that Yitzchak loves fresh meat, rather that he loves 
Eisav.  Rachel’s beauty arouses Yaakov’s love, however, the 

love itself is not superficial.  The external beauty hints at the 
heart’s grace and signals the depth of connection.” (Translated 
from the Hebrew)  
 
We can ask further as to why, nevertheless, does the Torah 
choose to express itself this way and not use language less 
ambiguous as to the real source of love our Forefathers and 
Foremothers had for each other.  In response, Rav Bigman 
makes a further insightful point.  He argues that the 
externalization of motives for deeper feelings mirrors the way 
that “normal people” engage with each other.  Through this 
kind of language, the reader of the text can more easily 
identify with the Biblical characters. These descriptions better 
reflect how a typical person might express his or her feelings.  
Acknowledging the external beauty of a person is often the 
way one expresses their sentiment that the person is beautiful 
in character as much or more as in physical appearance.  
Accentuating the love for what a person provides one with is 
often merely a reflection of the more basic depth of love that 
exists between the two individuals.   
 
In a word, the Torah stated and understood this way becomes 
more relevant for the reader.  I would extend this thought by 
suggesting that for us educators, parents, and grandparents, 
one goal is to demonstrate to our students, children, and 
grandchildren that the Torah is 
meaningful and relatable.  We want our 
students to not see the Avot as “plastic 
Saints” but rather as real people.  
Although they are giants among people 
they are, nevertheless, within our reach 
and serve us as role models for 
emulation.   
 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Rabbi Scot A. Berman 
Acting Head of 

School 



Our Mission 
Farber Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Farber strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Farber seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Farber graduate will be 
invested with the desire to 
contribute significantly to our 
society as an educated productive 
citizen and an erudite Torah 
scholar, and display a strong and 
real bond with the religious Zionist        
movement.  

 

Farber is Accredited by 
the Michigan            
Non-Public School         
Accrediting             
Association 

21100 W. 12 Mile Road 

Southfield, MI 48076 

Phone: (248) 386-1625 

Fax: (248) 386-1632 

 www.farberhds.org  
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Malkie Rosenbloom 

Editor 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt 

President 

Beit Midrash Bulletin  

 
Shacharit at Farber 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
Weekdays 8:00 a.m.  

Mincha 
Monday - Thursday at 2:40 p.m. 
Friday at 1:10 p.m. 
 
Maariv  
Monday - Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. 

Davening & Donuts  
Sunday, December 11th 
Davening at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Women’s Parsha Class 
Tuesday, December 13th at 8:45 a.m. 

 

Community Milestones 
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Mazel Tov! 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Jacobs, Mr. & Mrs. Martin Rabinowitz and Mr. & Mrs. Mark 
Eisenberg on the Bat Mitzvah of daughter and granddaughter, JJ 
Mrs. Pearlena Bodzin on the Bat Mitzvah of her granddaughter, Eliana 
Mr. & Mrs. Ezra Cutler and Mr. & Mrs. Josh Cutler on the Bat Mitzvah of their 
daughter, Emma Brooke 
Mr. & Mrs. Ieshula Ishakis and Mrs. Jayne Cohen on the engagement of their 
children Asher Cohen and Sarah Miriam Ishakis 
Rabbi & Mrs. Hershel Klainberg and Dr. & Mrs. Barry Braver on the birth of 
twin granddaughters 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Prawer, Mrs. Shirley White and Mrs. Pauline Fine on the 
birth of a granddaughter and great-granddaughter 
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Klausner, Mrs. Dorothy Klausner and Mr. Roger Siegel on 
the Bar Mitzvah of their son and grandson, Daniel.  

 

 


