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ECC & Elementary Open House 
Monday, January 30th 
8:45—10:15 a.m. 

Exploring Science with Mrs. Israel 

Important Dates: ECC Special Friends Day 
Friday, February 3rd 
9:30—11:30 a.m. 
 
First Grade Chagigat Hasidur 
Sunday, February 5th  
10:30 a.m. 

Scotch & Wine Tasting Event 
Saturday Evening, February 11th 
8:00 p.m. 
 
February Break 
February 16—27 Classes resume Tuesday, 
February 28th 

At Farber, Elementary Science is all about interactive, hands-on experimentation and activities. Our Third Grade Science 
class finished a unit on light with a project called "Designing with Light". Using different reflective materials, students 
created eye-catching, abstract chandeliers that both reflect and refract light. They will be on display in Room 17.  Fourth 
Grade Science is working on their final draft of a project called "On the Inside". After exploring electrical energy and 
circuits, students envisioned how common objects are powered and operate. They created blueprints, revised their 
designs and are now embarking on a final draft to present their observations to the class. 5th Grade Science class is 
nearing the end of a lengthy study of forces and motion, culminating in an exploratory lab demonstrating Newton's three 
laws of motion and centripetal force. After completing the activity, students can explain how and why the motion 
occurred and which law is applicable to the motion.  All of these classroom projects require critical thinking, creative 
license and even teamwork. Thank you to Mrs. Israel for exposing our students to the fun and creative side of science.  

5th Graders Micah Adler and Talya 

Stern testing forces of motion 

3rd Graders displaying their 
“Designing with Light” chandeliers 

Winter Has Arrived in the ECC! 

Our Nursery 4 created their own unique snowmen and while it was too 
cold and wet for Nursery 2b to enjoy the outdoors, they brought the snow 
inside their classroom!  

Sophie Thompson, Avery Gardin 

and Avraham Friedman’s iPod 

sketches 
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Farber’s newly 
implemented Matmidim 
program is an incentive 
program for our High 

School students to learn 
Torah for two hours a 

week outside of school for 
an entire semester. 

Learning can be done 
chavruta style or by 

attending a shiur. Program 
requirements continue 

through vacation, 
requiring one hour of 

Torah study a week. There 
are currently 13 students 
enrolled in the program. 
Students who maintain 

their additional two hours 
a week of learning receive 
an A on their report card 

for a class titled 
“Independent Torah 

study” and are invited to 
enjoy a siyum lunch at the 

culmination of the 
semester.  Thank you to 
Rabbi Yair Silverstein for 

overseeing this wonderful 
program.  

High School 

Matmidim 

Program 
As a senior in high school, and a 
current StandWithUs intern, I am 
often in the position of 
defending Israel to a myriad of 
audiences. Now, only one 
semester from graduation, I 
wonder about continuing these 
activities on the larger stage of 
university. The passing of United 
Nations Resolution 2334 has 
changed the game for my 
generation, and we will have to 
adapt our narrative to 
accommodate this new 
development. Yet, we have to 
keep in mind that no facts or 
historical evidence have changed 
as a result of the passing of this 
resolution. 
 
More than 65 years of 
international legal recognition of 
the Jewish homeland has not 
been deleted by the issuing of 
yet another anti-Israel resolution 
by the UN. The possibility of 
facing a re-energized and 
revamped anti-Israel movement 
is daunting, and it is crucial to 
properly prepare future leaders. 
They will see the passing of 
Resolution 2334 as a “call to 
action” and advocate for further 
BDS (Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanction) activities. SJP (Students 
for Justice in Palestine) and other 
groups will look to increase their 
footprint on campuses 
nationwide. 
 
The anticipation of these 
developments must be met with 
vigilance and not complacency. 
More than 10 years ago, Natan 
Sharansky presented the world 
with the 3D Test of antisemitism 
in relation to Israel. The three 
criteria are: Deligitimization (the 
denial of the Jewish People’s 
right to self-determination in its 
own homeland), Demonization 
and subjecting Israel to a Double 
Standard. 
 
 

Antisemitism is camouflaged as a 
reasonable concern and critique 
of the Jewish state, and there are 
few places where this is more 
evident than at the UN. As long 
as this continues, the UN will 
remain an obstacle to achieving a 
just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East. The UN General 
Assembly vote in 1947 approved 
the UNSCOP partition plan, 33 to 
13, and proved the legal case for 
Israel under international law. 
 
The rebirth of the State of Israel 
has provided Jews with a safe 
haven. Jews no longer find 
themselves dependent on the 
fluctuating whims of their host 
countries with nowhere else to 
go. Jews in Israel, and by proxy 
those in the Diaspora, have 
recaptured a self-determination 
and independence they lost 
nearly 2,000 years ago. Yet, a 
committed international fifth 
column remained determined to 
rally against the Jews and their 
ancestral homeland. 
 
After its initial support, the UN 
began passing a litany of anti-
Israel resolutions. In 1975, the 
General Assembly (UNGA) 
passed Resolution 3379 equating 
Zionism with racism. Although 
the UNGA revoked it in 1991, the 
promotion of this resolution by 
the Arab nations represents a 
pinnacle of hypocrisy. 
 
Many of these nations were and 
remain some of the worst 
violators of civil liberties and 
individual freedoms. This 
resolution and others like it only 
serve to delegitimize Israel and 
weaken the chances for peace. 
Just this year, UNESCO (United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization) 
adopted a resolution minimizing 
Jewish historical ties to the 
Western Wall and Temple Mount 
complex. 

2016 sadly ended with the UNSC 
passing Resolution 2334, which 
calls for a halt to “settlements” in 
Judea and Samaria. The 1949 
armistice line referenced in the 
resolution left Jordan in control 
of Jerusalem’s Old City with a 
“judenrein” Jewish Quarter, 
Jewish synagogues destroyed 
and ancient Jewish gravestones 
used to build latrines for 
Jordanian troops. Israel liberating 
the Jewish People’s holiest sites 
and allowing Jews to once again 
live in the Jewish Quarter is 
suddenly deemed “illegal” by the 
UN. 
 
Unfortunately, the damage has 
been done. 
Although there is outrage from 
both Democratic and Republican 
US Congressmen, multiple 
countries and organizations – 
Jewish and non-Jewish – pro-
Israel students will still have to 
deal with the ramifications of 
how this resolution will be 
interpreted and acted upon by 
anti-Israel forces. We will have to 
start a new conversation. 
 
I call on my generation to rise up 
to the challenge of a 
reinvigorated foe spewing hate-
filled propaganda. 
Our generation must recruit 
allies for State of Israel and 
defend it against its many 
enemies. 
 
The Jewish people have an 
ancient connection to the land of 
Israel and are the only nation to 
ever have Jerusalem as its capital 
city. This New Year, the new 
generation of advocates for 
Israel must strengthen their 
resolve to actively meet the 
ongoing challenges to our 
beloved ancestral homeland. 

Farber Senior Josh Kornblum published in the Jerusalem Post: 
“RESOLUTION 2334 AND NEW CHALLENGES FOR THE NEW YEAR”  

Senior Asher Stein shares 

Torah thoughts at the 

Matmidim Siyum  



Dvar Torah: Parshat Vayechi/פרשת ויחי  
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נּו  ּו ֥לּו יְִּשְטֵמֵ֖ אְמרֶ֔ ם ַוי ֵ֣ יה ֶ֔ ת ֲאבִּ י־ֵמֵ֣ ף ַויְִּר֤אּו ֲאֵחֵֽי־יֹוֵס֙ף כִּ י֙ב יֹוֵסֵ֑ ב יָשִּ ְוָהֵש֤

ֹו׃ ְלנּו א תֵֽ ר ָגַמֵ֖ ֥ ה ֲאש  ָרָעֶ֔ ת ָכל־ָהֵ֣ נּו ֵאֵ֚  ָלֶ֔

 
“When Yosef’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they 
said, “What if Yosef still bears a grudge against us and pays us 
back for all the wrong that we did him!” 
 
On the way back from burying their father Yaakov, the Torah 
informs us that Yosef’s brothers saw that their father had died. 
The Midrash Tanchuma notes the strangeness in pointing out 
that they noticed he was dead.  After all, it should be obvious 
that immediately after burial he is dead.  If the point was 
simply to show that something has changed since Yaakov’s 
death then from a syntactical point of view it should have said, 
“after the death of their father they were worried etc.”  Why 
specifically use the word ‘vayeru,’ ‘and they saw’?  The midrash 
picks up on this peculiarity and interprets it to mean that 
indeed they did literally see something.  But just what was it 
exactly that they saw?  According to the midrash, they saw that 
Yosef broke away from the group and went to pray by the very 
same pit that the brothers had thrown him into 39 years prior. 
This act, from their perspective, signified a change of heart on 
Yosef’s part. They took this, ‘visit to the pit,’ as a sign that 
Yosef still bore a grudge and had not actually fully forgiven 
them. 
 
This midrash, and others like it, (see Rashi) clearly imply that 

Yosef was doing things that were at best questionable, and at 
worst, signified that he bore a grudge. For example, Yosef no 
longer continued to sit with his brothers at meals. This 
behavior, combined with his returning to the pit, signified to 
the brothers that he was not yet over what they had done to 
him. However, the Midrash Mishnat Rebbe Eliezer (as brought 
in the Torah Shelemah) contends that Yosef’s motivations in 
going to the pit were entirely for the sake of heaven. This 
midrash states, “Yosef said: ‘How many wonders did Hashem 
perform for me when he delivered me from this pit!’”  But 
they, not knowing what had gone through his mind, said: “It 
may be that Joseph still bears a grudge.” 
 
There is a very important message here. 
After all that Yosef had done for his 
brothers in bringing them down to Egypt 
and sustaining them in famine the brothers 
should not have jumped to the conclusion 
that Yosef still bore bad feelings toward 
them. Although we often see things that 
may appear as slights against us by others, 
we truly never know what is in someone's 
heart. As parent and educators it is crucial 
that we strive to assume the best of 
each other in all situations.   
 
Shabbat Shalom! 

Elementary Students Sharpen their  

Social Skills 

Mrs. Miodownik, our Social Worker for Grades 1-8, has 
been creating fun ways to assist our students in 
strengthening their social skills. Based on the book "I Can't 
Believe You Just Said That!", Mrs. Mio developed a social 
skills lessons to teach the 1st Graders about  using 
appropriate social filters. Mrs. Mio provided the boys with 
a scenario about three children playing together on the 
playground and what appropriate responses might sound 
like if another child wanted to join.  The boys then created 
their own cartoon depiction of using appropriate social 
filters in similar situations. Mrs. Mio also conducts lunch 
bunch sessions which give students an opportunity to 
meet and practice social skills in an informal setting during 
lunchtime. This week, the lunch bunch group enjoyed 
“beading for a buddy”. Each student picked a name out of 
a hat and prepared a bracelet for their buddy. Upon revealing who their bracelet was 
made for, the girls also shared one nice thing about that friend.  

Rabbi Aaron Leib 
Principal, Grades 1-8 



Our Mission 
Farber Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Farber strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Farber seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Farber graduate will be 
invested with the desire to 
contribute significantly to our 
society as an educated productive 
citizen and an erudite Torah 
scholar, and display a strong and 
real bond with the religious Zionist        
movement.  

 

Farber is Accredited by 
the Michigan            
Non-Public School         
Accrediting             
Association 

21100 W. 12 Mile Road 

Southfield, MI 48076 

Phone: (248) 386-1625 

Fax: (248) 386-1632 

 www.farberhds.org  

Rabbi Scot A. Berman 

Acting Head of School 

Malkie Rosenbloom 

Editor 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt 

President 

Beit Midrash Bulletin  

Shacharit at Farber 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
Weekdays 8:00 a.m.  
Mincha 
Monday - Thursday at 2:40 p.m. 
Friday at 1:10 p.m. 

Maariv  
Monday - Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Davening & Donuts  
Sunday, January 15th at 9:00 a.m. 
Women’s Parsha Class 
Tuesday, January 17th at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Mrs. Stein’s Family Dynamics Class 
Tuesday, January 17th at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Mishmar 
Thursday, January 19th at 8:00 p.m.  

 

 

Community Milestones 
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Mazel Tov! 
Mr. Shalom Shomer on his engagement to Elizabeth Mathison 

 

Condolences To: 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Dorfman, Mr. & Mrs. Byan Schon & Family, Mr. & Mrs. 
Avi Beneson & Family on the death of mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother, Joyce Dorfman 
Rabbi & Mrs. Richard Weiss & Family and Dr. & Mrs. Tommy Weiss & Family 
on the death of mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, Magda Weiss 
Mr. & Mrs. Asher Tilchin, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schostak, Mr. & Mrs. David 
Schostak, Mr. & Mrs. Tzvi Schostak & Family and Mr. & Mrs. Mark Schostak 
on the death of daughter and step-sister, Minda Tilchin 

Save the Date: 
Farber Ribbon Cutting Ceremony                Annual Dinner 

Sunday, May 21st                                               Sunday, June 18th  

New Community Shiur 

Join Us! 


