
  

FARBER CHAI LIGHTS 
A Weekly Bulletin from Farber Hebrew Day School  

 

March 10, 2017 /   אדר תשע''ז ב‘‘י                                                Parshat Tetzaveh/Candle Lighting 6:16 p.m. / Havdalah 7:17 p.m. 

        
 
                                                       
 
                                            
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Farber & YIOP Purim Celebration 
At Young Israel of Oak Park 
8:00 a.m. Shacharit 
9:00 a.m. Megillah Reading 

Farber ECC Students Are Ready for Purim! 

Important Dates: 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
Wednesday, March 15th 
Early Dismissal 
2:00 ECC/2:15 Grades 1-12 

Farber Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
Sunday, May 21st 
 
Annual Dinner 
Monday, June 12th  

Save the Date: 

Morah Sarah Shaw’s Nursery 3 students are experts in the 4 Mitzvot of Purim and of course, experts in having fun!  
Here’s how they learned about and experienced the customs and laws of Purim: (1) Hearing the Megillah: The children 

know all about the story of Purim and are ready to shake their “I Spy” groggers when they hear Haman’s name (the 
groggers include 4 visual hints of the Mitzvot of Purim inside, which they can “spy” during Megillah reading).  

(2) Mishloach Manot: Our students know all about preparing food baskets for friends and even reviewed what Bracha to 
make on which types of food. (3) Matanot La’evyonim: Not only do our students love giving Tzedekah, they also love 

measuring and counting amounts of money so that they know the exact amount which they are giving to fulfill this special 
Mitzvah. (4) Eating a Seuda: In addition to discussing the Mitzvah of eating a festive meal on Purim, the children also acted 
out King Achashveirosh’s famous feast, which opens the story of Purim. And of course, Nursery 3 could not leave out their 

FAVORITE custom of dressing in costume; in fact, some children came dressed in costume each day this week. Another 
highlight of the week was Morah Sarah’s super fun classroom Purim carnival, which included a bean bag toss and other fun 

carnival games. We know our young learners are ready to celebrate Purim with a full understanding of the holiday and 
complete readiness to have FUN! 



       

A Walk Back in Time with the Michigan 

Historical Society 

This week, our upper Elementary Students were privileged to take part in the Jewish Historical 
Society of Michigan’s special program: Jewish History Curriculum, The Traveling Truck. 5th and 
6th Graders welcomed Lori Lasday, an educator from the Society’s program, who helped bring 
Jewish History of Michigan to life with props, costumes, sound-effects and interactive 
activities. Among discussions of first Jewish settlers in Michigan and important Jewish 
contributions to our region, students received their own journals in which they documented 
important historical points. The program consists of four sessions and will culminate with a 
field trip to visit Jewish Detroit historic sites like the Downtown Synagogue and old United 
Hebrew School building. The mission of  the Jewish History Curriculum is to bring Michigan’s 
Jewish history to life for religious school 
students from 5th—7th grade in order to 
bring a sense of awareness and pride to 
students’ Jewish and geographic roots.  
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Art Club 

and our New 

Art Space 

Miss Shelby Drapinski, 
Farber Art teacher, is 

enjoying her new space 
and her new Art Club! 

Art Club is up and 
running during recess 
lunch on Wednesdays 
for students in Grades  

1-5. A sign up sheet can 
be found on the Art 
Room door (S101). 

Check out the beautiful 
tissue paper flower buds 

our first Art Club 
participants made last 

week!  

5th Grade class enjoying Jewish History 

Curriculum 

Yeshiva Signing Day 

In light of the festive spirit of the month of Adar, our Farber seniors held the school’s first 
“Yeshiva Signing Day” a draft-like conference for all High School students to announce the 
yeshivot in which each student will be studying next year. Complete with signed contracts, 
interviews and live coverage, the seniors informed their fellow classmates (and live followers) 
of their plans for next year—studying in schools like Gush, Orayta and Mevaseret, among 
others. Appropriately dressed for Spirit Week leading up to 
Purim, the seniors answered questions about their plans for 
next year and shared in a unified excitement for their fellow 
classmates’ plans. Opening words of Torah from Rabbi 
Nemes and closing words of encouragement from Mrs. 
Skoczylas contributed to the excitement. 

Art Club participants and 2nd 

Graders enjoying art class 

Farber seniors 

Josh Kornblum, 

Asher Stein, Alex 

Fischer and Tal 

Ershler 

participate in 

Yeshiva Signing 

Day 



Dvar Torah: Parshat Tetzaveh/פרשת תצוה  

 

What Makes a Good Friend? Social 

Skills with Mrs. Mio 

A certain non-Jew passed by a Bet Hamidrash, according to the 
Talmudic story in Tractate Shabbat 31a, and overheard the 
voice of a scholar reciting a verse from our Parsha: “These are 
the vestments that you shall make; the Breastplate and the 
Ephod...” (Shemot 28:4).  He was so impressed with the 
Torah’s description of the Kohen Gadol’s wardrobe that he 
thought to himself he would convert to Judaism if only he 
would be able to become the Kohen Gadol and don those 
fancy clothes. 
 
He approached Shammai and stated: “Convert me on condition 
that you appoint me Kohen Gadol.” Shammai chased him out 
of the room swinging at him the measuring rod in his hand. He 
approached Hillel who converted him immediately. Regarding 
his request to be appointed Kohen Gadol, Hillel responded: 
“Can a person become a king without first learning the ways of 
kingship?  First learn the protocols of kingship.” 
 
Thereupon the convert went to study Torah. He reached the 
verse in the first chapter of Numbers indicating that “the 
stranger (non Kohen) who comes close (to bring a sacrifice 
upon the altar) shall be put to death.” He queried to whom this 
verse is referencing. One of the young rabbinical students 
shared with him that the verse applies even to King David. The 
convert drew from that his own inference (Kal v’Chomer). “All 
of Israel, beloved by Hashem, He refers to as his “firstborn 
son,” yet, even they (non-Kohen Jews) are not allowed to 
perform a sacrifice on the altar; all the more, so must it be true 
regarding a convert entering the scene with merely his 
backpack and staff!” 
 
The convert returned to Shammai and rebuked him for turning 
him away. He pointed out to Shammai that he obviously could 
not be appointed as High Priest since the verse in Numbers 
states so explicitly. Upon returning to Hillel, he praises him for 
his humility and blesses him for bringing him close to Hashem. 
 
There are many features of this Talmudic story that are 
relevant for us and worth highlighting. The convert was drawn 

at first to the external beauty of the High Priest’s vestments. As 
beautiful as they were, such motivation to convert to Judaism 
is shallow. To the informed person, the very request is absurd 
since clearly any non-Kohen, let alone a convert, will never be 
eligible to become a Priest.  It was to this ludicrous request 
that Shammai responded in full measure! 
 
Hillel found another way, however. Hillel judged this individual 
as shallow due to ignorance not due to intelligence. He saw in 
this person an individual seeking something to fill his 
emptiness. The convert imagined to himself that this void in his 
life may be filled by way of a shiny new wardrobe. Hillel 
understood that if he led him correctly, he would fill his life 
with Torah and meaningful living. 
 
Over time the convert become so knowledgeable in Torah that 
he was able to apply Talmudic logic through the means of Kal 
v’Chomer. By the end of our story, the convert presents like a 
“yeshiva bachur.” Hillel understood from the beginning that by 
overlooking the shallow externals associated with the original 
request of the convert, he could redirect the man to discover 
what he was truly seeking - a life full of substance. 
 
Our brand new state-of-the-art building has all the external 
beauty a student could ask for. This new environment provides 
us with a host of new opportunities to enhance and advance 
our educational objectives. We 
must take full advantage of our 
setting to support the true 
substance of our school which is 
the educational program and 
Torah learning provided and 
guided by our teachers. 
 
Shabbat Shalom and Purim 
Sameach! 

Rabbi Scot A. Berman 
Acting Head of School 

Social skills lessons are in full swing in our new building. Students are discussing 
appropriate levels of assertiveness and exploring what attributes help make 
someone a good friend. Students were split into partners and put together a list 
of what in their opinions, makes a good friend. Everyone regrouped to discuss all 
of the responses. The discussion will continue in next week’s lesson.  
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5th Grade girls enjoying social skills session 



Our Mission 
Farber Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Farber strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Farber seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Farber graduate will be 
invested with the desire to 
contribute significantly to our 
society as an educated productive 
citizen and an erudite Torah 
scholar, and display a strong and 
real bond with the religious Zionist        
movement.  

 

Farber is Accredited by 
the Michigan            
Non-Public School         
Accrediting             
Association 

21100 W. 12 Mile Road 

Southfield, MI 48076 

Phone: (248) 386-1625 

Fax: (248) 386-1632 

 www.farberhds.org  

Rabbi Scot A. Berman 

Acting Head of School 

Malkie Rosenbloom 

Editor 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt 

President 

Beit Midrash Bulletin  
Shacharit at Farber 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
Weekdays 8:00 a.m.  
Mincha 
Monday - Thursday at 2:40 p.m. 
Friday at 1:10 p.m. 

Maariv  
Monday - Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Davening & Donuts  
No Davening & Donuts due to Purim 
Women’s Parsha Class 
Tuesday, March 14th at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Mrs. Stein’s Family Dynamics Class 
Tuesday, March 14th at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Mishmar 
Thursday, March 16th at 8:00 p.m.  

 

 

Community Milestones 
Mazel Tov 
Dr. & Mrs. Ira Winer, Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Winer and Mrs. Susan Hollenberg 
on the Bar Mitzvah of son and grandson, Joey 
Mr. & Mrs. Akiva Goldman and Dr. Liela Goldman on the Bar Mitzvah of son 
and Grandson, Joey 
Mr. & Mrs. Yehuda Wolper and Dr. & Mrs. Gary Ross on the Bat Mitzvah of 
daughter and granddaughter, Dalya 
Mr. & Mrs. Yanki Lauer on the engagement of their son Ari to Tzippy 
Moskowitz  
Rabbi & Mrs. Herschel Klainberg on the birth of a grandson 
Rabbi & Mrs. Yaakov Lasson  and Dr. & Mrs. Eli Lasson on the birth of a son 
and grandson 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Berman on the birth of a grandson 
Rabbi & Mrs. Eric Krohner on the birth of a grandson 
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Kleiman on the marriage of their daughter Cara to Cal 
Major 

 

Condolences To 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Batt and 
Family on the death of 
sister and aunt, Elizabeth 
Wainscott 
 
Rabbi & Mrs. Paul 
Yedwab and Family on 
the death of father and 
grandfather, Rabbi 
Stanley Yedwab 
 
Mrs. Kathleen McCann 
and Mr. James Moran and 
Family on the death of 
brother, Steven Ross 
McCann 
 
Mrs. Gwen Massey 
Feyertag and Family on 
the death of mother and 
grandmother, Lenore 
Kesten 
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Celebrate Purim with Farber  

and YIOP 


