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Nursery 3 & 4 Matzah Factory Trip 
Wednesday, March 22nd 

Prestigious Teacher Recognitions at Farber 

Important Dates: 
Farber Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
Sunday, May 21st 
 
Annual Dinner 
Monday, June 12th  

Save the Date: 

We are thrilled to announce that Mr. Nachshon Wyma, Middle School/
High School General Studies teacher and Rabbi Yechiel Morris, Middle 
School/High School Judaics teacher, have been accepted into this year’s 
cohort of the Legacy Heritage Teacher Institute based on their proposed 
application to develop an integrated European History and Jewish 
History curriculum. The two teachers have been selected to attend a two 
week training session at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, where they 
will experience a challenging, rich learning environment and be paired 
with a mentor to develop and plan the implementation of their curriculum. Mr. Wyma and Rabbi Morris’s mentor will 
oversee the implementation of their integrated course throughout the school year. The teachers are required to 
participate in live skype sessions and attend a year-end symposium, where they will present their completed curriculum to 
the other members of the cohort.   
 
Rabbi Morris’ expertise in Jewish History along with Mr. Wyma’s expertise in European 
History will work in collaboration to develop a unified integrated program.  Students will be 
offered a broader perspective on how Jews were impacted by and contributed to society 
from a historical perspective. Instead of offering two separate courses of Jewish and General 
European History, the subjects will be amalgamated into a single course. Rabbi Berman and 
Rabbi Stein, who nominated both Mr. Wyma and Rabbi Morris as participants in the LHTI, are 
working in cooperation with and fully support the new program. During the course of the 
year, Mr. Wyma and Rabbi Morris will conduct a Yom Iyun (half-day thematic program) 
utilizing their methodology for integrated history.  This European-Jewish History pilot course 
fits well into Farber’s mission of weaving Jewish and General Studies subjects into a seamless 
and integrated curriculum.  
 
The Farber family would also like to wish a Mazel Tov to Rabbi Yaakov Lasson, 4th and 5th 
Grade Judaics teacher, who was recently granted his Rabbinic Ordination from the Rabbi 
Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary of Yeshiva University. Rabbi Lasson will be mentioned at 
the Chag HaSemikhah live streaming on Sunday, March 19th.  

Pesach Break 
Monday, April 10th through Wednesday, 
April 19th 
Classes resume on Thursday, April 20th 

Rabbi Yaakov Lasson in front 

of his recognition banner 



       

Purim Carnival, Spirit Week and a Visit from 

the Jewish Senior Life Café Europa 

Although Purim has passed, the spirit of Chodesh Adar continued in our ECC, Elementary and 
Middle School Division all week.  Our younger students enjoyed Farber’s annual Purim 
carnival sponsored by Farber PTO and ran by our 8th Graders. The children enjoyed moon 
bounces, carnival games, popcorn and other delicious carnival snacks. Another favorite Farber 
pastime, Spirit Week, was heavily enjoyed by our students and faculty members. Crazy Hair 
Day, Favorite Disney Character, Sports Day, and Decades Day were a few of the highlighted 
themes. Our Middle School students also had the opportunity to host members of the Jewish 
Senior Life Café Europa in the Farber Multi-Purpose Room. Dressed in costume for the spirit of 
Adar, students enjoyed brunch with their guests, crafted and decorated photo frames, all 
while listening to light music by Farber 8th Grader, Kobi Smith and Farber Judaic Teacher, 
Rabbi Yehudah Lowy. One of the visitors, Mr. Michael Weiss, is the great-grandfather of three 
Farber students (pictured below).  The afternoon culminated with optional tours of our new 
building given by our Middle School students.  
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Pi Day in 

the 4th & 

5th Grade 

 Tuesday, March 14th 
was Pi Day! 

5th Grade made Pi cities 
with the skylines 

representing the digits 
of Pi. The 4th Grade 

learned the first digits of 
pi by using 3 colors, 

having 14 minutes to 
color in 15 boxes all 

differently. Of course… 
the morning ended with 

eating pie!  



Dvar Torah: Parshat Ki Tisa/פרשת כי תשא  

 

Color War! Hagaddah Shel Pesach Vs. Megillat Esther 

In Parshat Ki Tisa, we are told about what happens when 
Moshe brings the Luchot down from Mt. Sinai to the Jews 
for the first time. The Jews were dancing around the golden 
calf, and as a result, Moshe dropped the Luchot and they 
shattered. Obviously, after all of the time preparing and 
waiting to receive the Torah, this was a devastating event. 
Yet, when the Jews build the Mishkan, they are instructed 
to not only keep the second, whole set of Luchot, but the 
broken ones as well. Both sets were placed together inside 
the Aron.  These instructions seem surprising. Why would 
the Jews want a reminder of this terrible mistake in 
judgement that they made? This was not one of their 
proudest moments, wouldn’t they want to forget it and 
move forward? 
 
Actually, in this question lies the answer. The Jews had 
made a terrible mistake, but let us rephrase it with a 
different outlook. Keeping the broken Luchot actually 
teaches us an incredible lesson. In order to move forward, 
we need to be able to look backwards. We need to be able 
to see our mistakes and imperfections to remind us that no 

one is perfect. Those mistakes give us invaluable insight and 
knowledge to be more careful with our choices for the 
future. Looking back also gives us the ability to see how far 
we have come and motivate us for the future. 
 
We have just been given an incredible opportunity to move 
into a beautiful new building; a building where we can all 
take the things we have learned in the past as parents, 
students, staff and teachers and 
utilize that to inspire further growth 
and learning. Our school has a rich 
history and has experienced many 
milestones. Moving into our new 
building is yet another milestone 
and an opportunity to look positively 
ahead onto our future.  
 
Shabbat shalom! 

What better time to break out color war in the High School than Spirit Week in the month of Adar? On Monday this week, 
the High School was broken into two teams: Hagaddah Shel Pesach 
(green and yellow) vs. Megillat Esther (purple and black). The two teams 
spent two full days competing in creative, content-rich activities including 
“chopped” cooking competition (based on foods traditionally eaten on 
Pesach or Purim), extemporaneous speaking, name that tune, Hagaddah 
Pictionary, a math competition, a Megillah scavenger hunt, team Divrei 
Torah, full room thematic decorations and video productions. In addition 
to the fun and exciting aspect of color war, the competition is also a great 
venue to practice important skills like time management, leadership and 
teamwork. This year, we even had parents and community members 
involved in judging. A special thank you to Stephanie Friedman and 
Naomi Elberg for judging the “chopped” cooking competition! 
Congratulations to team Hagaddah Shel Pesach for taking the Color War 
title this year.  
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Penina Forta 
Judaic Faculty 



Our Mission 
Farber Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Farber strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Farber seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Farber graduate will be 
invested with the desire to 
contribute significantly to our 
society as an educated productive 
citizen and an erudite Torah 
scholar, and display a strong and 
real bond with the religious Zionist        
movement.  

 

Farber is Accredited by 
the Michigan            
Non-Public School         
Accrediting             
Association 

21100 W. 12 Mile Road 

Southfield, MI 48076 

Phone: (248) 386-1625 

Fax: (248) 386-1632 

 www.farberhds.org  

Rabbi Scot A. Berman 

Acting Head of School 

Malkie Rosenbloom 

Editor 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt 

President 

Beit Midrash Bulletin  
Shacharit at Farber 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
Weekdays 8:00 a.m.  
 
Mincha 
Monday - Friday at 2:40 p.m. 

 
Davening & Donuts  
Sunday, March 19th at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Women’s Parsha Class 
Tuesday, March 21st  at 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
Mrs. Stein’s Family Dynamics Class 
Tuesday, March 21st  at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Mishmar 
Thursday, March 23rd at 8:00 p.m.  

 

 

Community Milestones 

Mazel Tov 
Mr. & Mrs. Yehuda Spindler, Mr. & Mrs. Steven Cohen and Mrs. Lillian 
Yashinsky on the birth of a daughter, granddaughter and great-
granddaughter 
Mr. & Mrs. Yoni Sherizen, Dr. & Mrs. Dov Sherizen and Mrs. Betty Sherizen 
on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, granddaughter and great-
granddaughter, Sarit 
Mr. & Mrs. Shalom Shomer on their recent marriage 

 

Condolences To 
Mr. & Mrs. David Farber on the death of Nanci’s mother, Eileen Mary Smith 
Ms. Leah Hellerstein on the death of her grandmother, Mildred Hellerstein  
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Welcome Rabbi Scot A. Berman,  
Head of School 

The Farber Hebrew Day School-
Yeshivat Akiva Board of Directors 
is pleased to announce that Rabbi 
Scot A. Berman has been 
appointed Head of School.   
Rabbi Berman's extensive 
experience in Jewish education 
and his commitment to Farber's 
mission position him well to lead 
our school in its new facility and 
guide our children on the 
educational path set before them. We look forward to the continued success 
of Farber Hebrew Day School - Yeshivat Akiva under the guidance of Rabbi Scot 
A. Berman. Please join us in wishing Hatzlacha to Rabbi Berman as we continue 
to partner in educating our children 
and strengthening the greater Detroit 
Jewish community.  


