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Important Dates: 

Evening of the Arts 2017 

Wednesday evening, Farber Hebrew Day School—Yeshivat Akiva hosted its annual High School Evening of the Arts under the 
direction of English teacher and play instructor, Mrs. Judy Kessler and art instructor, Miss Shelby Drapinski. Following an Italian 

dinner led by the Class of 2018, guests were invited to browse feature art displayed by our students including Studio Art, Advanced 
Studio Art, drawings (both pencil and charcoal), paintings (watercolor and tempera), clay, and photography. The evening’s feature 
performance included a dramatic play titled: A Rosen by Any Other Name by Israel Horovitz.  The play, which took place during the 
onset of World War II, portrayed themes of Jewish identity, family unity, courage, perseverance, and coming-of-age challenges in a 

bleak but crucial time in Jewish and world history. The cast, which featured Jacob Sigler, Orly Jerusalem, Seth Gross, Eitan Bluth, 
Rachel Peysakhova, Aria Peterson, Atara Kresch, and Uri Lorkis, were supported by a fantastic tech and behind the scenes crew led 

by Rafi Lerman, Yossi Nadel, Elijah Wolfe, Yehuda Wrotslavsky, Atara Kresch, Yaffa Magier, and Reva Massey. In addition to 
showcasing their acting talents in performing this captivating story, Farber/Akiva students were also given the opportunity to assist 
in supporting roles including set design, sound, and stage directing. A special thank you to Julie Sherizen, a supporter of the arts at 

Farber HDS—Yeshivat Akiva for multiple years, for her dedication toward our set and props. Thank you to Darnell for his tireless 
hours of constructing and deconstructing the set, and special thanks to Rabbi Stein, Kathy Sklar, Rabbi Berman, and our parent 

body for their support and encouragement in this wonderful endeavor. Of course, thank you to Judy Kessler for her hours of 
dedication in making the production possible and a memorable experience for students and audience members alike. 

8th Grade BBQ 
Tuesday, June 13th 
5:30 p.m. 

Last Day of School 
Friday, June 16th 
11:30 a.m. Dismissal 



       

 Events Day 2017 
On Thursday, the Farber HDS—Yeshivat Akiva Elementary and Middle School classrooms 

transformed into a historical wax museum, natural habitat exhibit, solar system, and much 
more! At Events Day 2017, students in Grades 1-8 prepared detailed exhibits on an array of 
topics including influential historical figures, the animal kingdom, the solar system, Detroit 

landmarks, Earth, Life, and Physical Science, and lessons and experiences from Sefer Vaykira. 
From Joe Dimaggio and Ruth Ginsburg to planet Venus, mold growth, electricity, and the 

sequence of offering Karbanot at the Beit HaMikdash, our students presented their 
researched materials across multiple platforms including Google Slides, 3-D dioramas, poster 

presentations, and of course, personal dress up! We are so proud of our students’ talent, 
creativity, and attention to detail as they proudly showcased their area of study.  

Kol HaKavod to all the students, teachers, and parents for a job well done! 

 

Hats off to the 

Graduating 

Class of 2017! 
 

 
Farber HDS—Yeshivat Akiva 

celebrated its 43rd 
Commencement Exercises 

this past Monday at the 
Performing Arts Center at 
Wayne State University. 

Congratulations to: 
 

Shlomo Benezra 
Tal Ershler 

Alex Fischer 
Jason Jubas 

Yoni Katz 
Josh Kornblum 
David Kresch 
Rafi Lerman 

Uri Lorkis 
Jonah Peterson 

Sven Skinner 
Asher Stein 
Jordan Weil 

 
Good luck next year and 

beyond as you join the world 
of successful Yeshivat Akiva 

alumni! 

Chaveirim B’Ivrit - A Unit Complete 
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Our 5th Grade Ivrit class recently 
completed their unit in Chaveirim B’Ivrit, 
which focused on “special items” chosen by 
students and discussed (B’ivrit) throughout 
the year. Students brought in special family 
items like a Hagaddah, family Siddur, 
Megilat Esther, and other heirlooms, and 
relayed how the item played a role in the 
student’s family history. On the topic of 
history, students also chose an item from 
the old Akiva building which was 
meaningful to them and discussed what 
would be missed about the old building (the classrooms, the old Beit Hamikdash display in 
the 12 Mile Lobby), and embraced new features of the new building for which they are 
excited. Continuing with the theme of “special items”, the class hosted an Israeli-style shuk, 
which each student had to prepare and present an item to be sold.  As an end of the year 
treat, Mrs. Natan took her students to Keter Torah Synagogue in West Bloomfield, where 
Mrs. Natan gave her students a tour of the Sefardic shul, including the beautiful Aron Kodesh 
and special Sefardic Sifrei Torah. The evening culminated with a delicious Sefardic dinner 
featuring berakas, meat, chicken and pineapple upside down cake!  



D’var Torah: Parshat Beha’alotcha 

 פרשת בהעלותך

 

Is there anything cuter than adorable kids and fuzzy farm animals? This week Nursery 2 through Kindergarten visited Real 
Life Farm in Canton, Michigan as their end of the year field trip. Our little learners experienced farm life first-hand as they 

enjoyed a hay-ride, horse ride, pet and fed the animals, and even milked a cow! A special thank you to all parent volunteers 
for driving and chaperoning our trip. Thank you to parent Aaron Pergament for the fantastic and adorable shots! 

Farber ECC’s Trip to the Farm 

One of the main topics in Parshat Be’haalotcha is the 

instructions relating to the lighting of the menorah. The 

menorah was lit every single day in the mishkan. Rashi 

comments that when the kohanim lit the menorah, they 

needed to light it, “until the flame could burn on its own." 

Not just to light it and leave, but to stay with each flame 

until it was able to keep burning on its own.  

 

This important lesson is extremely relevant as we approach 

the end of the school year. Our job as teachers and parents 

is, like with the menorah, to light the flame within our 

students and children. We need to light the flame of 

enthusiasm for learning. Like the kohanim waited until the 

flame was strong enough to stay lit on its own, we spend 

years educating our children and giving them the ability to 

keep their flames burning.  

Throughout the summer, as many students will be in camp 

and traveling, it is our hope that we 

have helped to light the flames 

within them. It is our hope that we 

have helped ignite this passion for 

learning that will remain with them 

and will only continue to grow each 

year! 

 

Shabbat shalom! 

Penina Forta 
Judaic Faculty 
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Our Mission 
Farber Hebrew Day School –      
Yeshivat Akiva is an N-12 college 
preparatory Orthodox Zionist day 
school, committed to providing 
both a comprehensive Jewish as 
well as secular education in a  
vibrant atmosphere of Torah   
values and academic challenge. 
Farber strives to provide               
opportunities for each individual 
to reach his or her maximum     
religious and intellectual           
potential, while at the same time 
aspiring to develop the highest 
standards of personal character. In 
addition, Farber seeks to imbue its 
students with a love for Jewish 
heritage, the State of Israel and its 
people, together with an intense 
commitment to the Torah way of 
life. The Farber graduate will be 
invested with the desire to 
contribute significantly to our 
society as an educated productive 
citizen and an erudite Torah 
scholar, and display a strong and 
real bond with the religious Zionist        
movement.  

 

Farber is Accredited by 
the Michigan            
Non-Public School         
Accrediting             
Association 

21100 W. 12 Mile Road 

Southfield, MI 48076 

Phone: (248) 386-1625 

Fax: (248) 386-1632 

 www.farberhds.org  

Rabbi Scot A. Berman 

Head of School 

Malkie Rosenbloom 

Editor 

Leah Ann Kleinfeldt 

President 

Beit Midrash Bulletin  

 
Shacharit at Farber 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  
Weekdays 8:00 a.m.  

Mincha 
Monday - Thursday at 2:40 p.m. 
Friday at 2:10 p.m. 
Davening & Donuts  
Sunday, June 11th, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Women’s Parsha Class 
Tuesday, June 13th, 9:00 a.m. 
Family Dynamics Shiur 
Tuesday, June 13th, 8:00 p.m. 
Mishmar 
Thursday, June 15th, 8:00 p.m. 

 

Community Milestones 

Upon entering through the doors of the old school, I was immersed in a 
community that not only cared for my pursuit of knowledge but indeed cared 

for my pursuit of good character (good Middot) as well.  
 

For my friends and I, one of the foremost players in the community for 
character development was always Darnell.  

 
His seeming inability to hesitate or complain-no matter what he was asked, his 
constant supply of thank-yous even when he was the one doing the favor, and 
his iron-man consistency as he was ALWAYS there to lend a hand -all bespoke 

a man of integrity, commitment, and appreciation- 
his actions embodying all of these important character traits.  

 
Darnell has he educated me and generations of Akiva students by establishing 

a template of good character that we all try to model. 
 

So thank you Darnell and Mazal Tov on this well deserved honor! 
 

-Cobi Nadel ( '15) 
 
 

Join us this Monday, June 12th at 7:00 p.m. as 
we honor Darnell McGill for his 31 years of 

dedicated service to the Farber HDS— 
Yeshivat Akiva family 

Mazel Tov! 
Rabbi & Mrs. Scot Berman on the birth of a granddaughter to Rabbi Benji & 
Renana Levi (Sydney, Australia) 
Matt & Lauren Gasparotto on the birth of a baby boy 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Goodman and Mr. & Mrs. Morris Goodman on the birth of 
a daughter and granddaughter 
 
  

Condolences To: 
Mrs. Tsipora Gormezano, Ms. Michelle Speizer, and Dr. & Mrs. Larry 
Gormezano on the death of husband, father, and brother, Allan Gormezano 
Mrs. Charlotte Katz, Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Katz, Mr. & Mrs. Steve Katz, Mr. & 
Mrs. Eddie Kresch on the death of husband and uncle  

Memories with Darnell: A Message from Cobi Nadel 

(Class of 2015) 
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