Farber Hebrew Day School presents

Inherit the Wind
by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee

Evening of the Arts
Wednesday, May 29, 2019 — 7:00 p.m.

Inherit the Wind
by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee
CAST
Arabella Mansfield Brady ...…………………... Shayna Lopatin
Marcia Drummond …………………….. Shoshana Appelbaum
E. K. Hornbeck …………………………………. Joseph Korman
Reverend Jeremiah Brown ………………………... Eitan Bluth
Judge ……………………………………….... Bayla Greenstein
Bertram Cates ……………………………….. Elana Hochbaum
Rachel Brown ……………………………………… Yael Keyes
Meeker (the Bailiff) ………………………….…. Danielle Press
Elijah Krebs ……………………………………. Meira Goldman
Jesse H. Corkin ………………………………….…… Rina Press
Howard …………………………………….….……. Aviel Siegel
Melinda ……………………………….…… Leora Schottenstein
Cover Art ………………………………………… Danielle Press
Monkey School Sign ……………………………. Meira Goldman
Man Fish …………………………………………….. Eitan Bluth
Director…………………………………...……… Randy Kaplan
Special thanks to Yaffa Magier and Gabriella Jacobs for
operating the spotlights, to Darnel McGill for hauling scenery
and sound equipment, to Rabbi Stein for guidance and
support, to Daniel Keyes for conversations and consultations,
to Danielle Press for painting the buildings, to Jeff Greenstein
for constructing the judge’s bench, and to Judy Greenwald for
procuring our props!

Sure He that made us with such large discourse,
Looking before and after, gave us not
That capability and godlike reason
To fust in us unused.
(Hamlet 4.4.38–41)

CAST and CREW (in alphabetical order)
Shoshana Applebaum (Marcia Drummond) is a senior at Farber.
This is her first year at Farber, and she wants to thank the cast for
being so welcoming and kind. She enjoys reading, writing, and
petting dogs! She has been in a few plays before, including A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Diary of Anne Frank, and Little
Shop of Horrors. However, this is one of her first lead roles, and
she is appreciative for the opportunity! She wants to say thank
you to Mr. Kaplan and the cast for all their hard work! She also
wants to thank everyone who encouraged her pursuit of theater
throughout high school. She loves Drummond’s drive and ability
to stand up for what she believes, and she encourages everyone to
keep on questioning!
Eitan Bluth (Reverend Brown) is a junior at Farber Hebrew Day
School. Last year, he starred in the Farber production of Visit to a
Small Planet. He played Kreton, an alien from a distant world.
Some say it was typecasting. As a freshman, Bluth played the role
of Manny in the FHDS production of A Rosen by Any Other Name.
He enjoys drawing, cooking, music, film … and especially pie. He
leads the film club here at Farber. Eitan makes a guest appearance
in Seaweed, the Farber Creative Writing Journal, available here
tonight.
Meira Goldman (Elijah Krebs) is a freshman. This is her first time
being in a Farber production.
Bayla Greenstein (Judge) is a 16-year-old sophomore at Farber
Hebrew Day School participating in drama as an elective for the
second time. Last year, she played Rosemary in Farber’s
production of Visit to a Small Planet. She has participated in plays
at a girl’s organization at Torah Day School in Houston, Texas. In
her free time, Bayla enjoys reading, talking with friends, doodling,
and watching videos; she also likes looking at funny cat memes or
meowing like a cat or playing with her cat, Athena. Bayla is very
excited to be performing in front of you tonight. :) And her writing
is featured in Seaweed, the Farber Creative Writing Journal,
available here tonight.

Elana Hochbaum (Bertram Cates) is a Farber freshman. She has
previously appeared in community theater productions such as
The Sound of Music, Little Mermaid, Seussical, Beauty and the
Beast, The Wiz, and Schoolhouse Rock Live!, Jr. and many camp
productions to boot! In her free time, Elana enjoys singing,
reading, watching TV, and sleeping.
Randy Kaplan (Director) is the Drama instructor at Farber. He
also teaches middle school English, high school English, and
Creative Writing. (A journal of student work is available for
purchase in the lobby!) Randy has also led the Farber band and
entertained ECC and Elementary School students with his songs.
Please visit randykaplan.com for more.
Yael Keyes (Rachel Brown) is a 15-year-old sophomore at
Farber. Her dearest ambition is to become a farmer, just like
those who came before her, such as other farmers. Yael’s hobbies
include farming, gardening, and taking care of her pets … okay,
not pets … plants. She had a plant named George but then he died.
George’s life was short-lived; he only survived in this cruel world
for two short years. Yael has recovered since then, but a small
piece of her heart still loves and will always remember George.
Yael has a pet, but she is not just a pet. She is SNOWY!!! Yael’s
writing is featured in Seaweed, the Farber Creative Writing
Journal, available here tonight.
Joseph Korman (E. K. Hornbeck) is participating in a Farber
production for the first time. He is a sophomore. He likes Queen.
Shayna Lopatin (Arabella Mansfield Brady) is a senior here at
Farber. She moved from New York this year and is excited to star
in her iirst Farber show, but she is sad that it will be her last! Her
previous shows include Rent, Beauty and the Beast, 42nd Street,
and The Music Man (which she appeared in earlier this year at the
JCC’s Performing Arts in the J at the Berman Center for the
Performing Arts). She is so, so excited to be playing the complex
character of Arabella Mansiield Brady. So many people put so
much work into this play, and so she’d like to thank Mr. Kaplan,

Rabbi Stein, and the cast and crew. She’d like to give a last, but
certainly not least, thank you to her family, who have come
without fail to every show she’s been in.
Danielle Press (Meeker) is a freshman here at Farber Hebrew
Day School, and she is very excited about being in her first Farber
play. In her free time, she enjoys rehearsing her lines for the play.
Rina Press (Jesse H. Corkin) is a Farber freshman.
Leora Schottenstein (Melinda) is a Farber freshman. Leora’s
writing is featured in Seaweed, the Farber Creative Writing
Journal, available here tonight.
Aviel Siegel (Howard) is the first middle school student ever to
participate in a Farber high school play. We hope to see his
natural charm and charisma gracing our stage for years to come.
Mindfulness or Manipulation?
by Daniel Keyes
The authors of Inherit the Wind state in the opening that
their version of what happened at the Scopes trial is “not history.”
They explain that the play was not intended to be accurate, but
takes “an exodus entirely of its own.” What happened in the real
Scopes trial? The ACLU sought to find a teacher to challenge a
new state law that forbade the teaching of Darwinism (it had
never been enforced). Dayton, a small Tennessee town, saw this
as an opportunity to get much needed publicity, and they asked
for a teacher to volunteer to claim that he had taught evolution in
the classroom. The regular biology teacher declined, but a math
and physics teacher, John T. Scopes, agreed. He admitted that he
did not actually recall ever teaching the theory of evolution. He
was “officially arrested” but never jailed. The trial was described
as “a contest between the concepts of creationism and evolution
or, more simply, religion versus science.” Famous figures were
invited to argue the two sides, and the press was invited to report
on the case. It is interesting to note that there was no real

preacher or daughter. There was no love relationship between
the accused teacher and anyone.
There are many ways to author a book, write for news
media, movies, television programs, or plays. Writers may
attempt to convince readers to arrive at certain political or social
viewpoints. They may do this in a manner that is overt (obvious)
or subtle (somewhat hidden) in nature. Is it reasonable to “allow”
writers to undertake to influence readers to their viewpoint? Is
this deception, or is it literary license?
If you answered “yes” to the above question, that means
that it is reasonable to allow an author to attempt to convince
readers to acquiesce to their point of view. Is it also reasonable to
expect readers or those experiencing movies or television
programs to be aware of what the author is doing, and to make
independent decisions about the points being made through the
media? It is reasonable that the consumer of public media of all
types attempt to use critical thinking. If they can identify what the
author is trying to do, they will be able to make an independent
decision about the themes being presented, and to draw their
own conclusions.
Director’s Notes
by Randy Kaplan
1) Inherit the Wind is usually produced for the stage with a cast
that numbers over 30. I adapted the play so that we could
perform it with just 12 actors. Characters have been cut,
combined, and/or changed. Notably, attorneys Henry Drummond
and Matthew Harrison Brady—famously played by Spencer Tracy
and Fredrik March in the 1960 film and by Jack Lemmon and
George C. Scott in the 1999 TV Movie—become Marcia
Drummond and Arabella Mansfield Brady here (named after
noteworthy American attorneys Marcia Clark and Arabella
Mansfield.)
2) Darwinism is no threat to Rabbinical Judaism. In fact, Darwin’s
theory of evolution was studied by students at Farber this year. In
the play, however, the defense lawyer turns the protection of her
client’s rights to teach Darwin’s theory in school into an attack

against fundamentalist Christian literalism. The strategy
succeeds, fueled by rhetorical fallacies and helped along by the
haplessness of the prosecuting attorney (who takes the stand as a
witness to defend the truth of the Bible). The following section of
the program provides a platform to our Jewish sages so that their
stances on some of the salient questions of the play can be
compared to the stances of the characters. In addition to the
following topics, there are some others that you may wish to
explore on your own—Did Jonah really get swallowed by a
whale? Did Joshua actually stop the sun? Where did Cain’s wife
come from? Our sages’ responses to these questions differ
significantly depending on which approach they take: rationalist,
mystical, linguistic, etc. Now, let’s take a look at WHAT THE
RABBIS SAY ABOUT …
“The Age of the Earth” by Leora Schottenstein
In Inherit The Wind, Brady mentions that James Ussher
calculated how long ago the Earth was created. Ussher claims that
the world was created “preceding the 23rd day of October … the
year before Christ 4004.” What is Judaism’s opinion on this claim?
The Lubavitcher Rebbe said that he did not believe that science
could answer such a question as “how old is the world?” He wrote
to Rabbi Dr. Herzog in 1956: “to return to nothing, or the
opposite, creation of something from nothing, are impossibilities
within the natural law.” Rabbi Natan Slifkin, who embodies the
ideal of a Biblical scientists, writes, “As Ramban says, accept the
truth from wherever it comes.” Most scientists claim the world
was created approximately fourteen billion years ago, when they
think the Big Bang happened. The Hebrew calendar, which is
presently at 5779, is based on the creation of the world in theory.
Rabbi Slifkin continues, saying that the Ramban also said, “The
account of creation is not all to be taken literally.” Rabbi Dovid
Tzvi Hoffman suggests that the six days of creation were lengthy
eras rather than 24-hour periods. So, in the end, what I think is
the best answer is what Professor Natan Aviezer said, which is
that “no scientific discovery can cast doubt on the existence of
God.” At the end of the day, what’s important is that we believe in
God whether evolution is true or not and no matter when the
world was created.

“The Length of a Day in Genesis” by Shayna Lopatin
There are many rabbinic opinions that discuss whether a
day in Breishit was actually a day or whether it was a “nonnormal” day. According to Rabbi Gedalyah Nadel, the days
mentioned in Bereishit were normal 24-hour days. He says that
the words one day should be taken as a conventional 24-hour day.
However, Rav Dessler disagrees. He claims that God’s time works
so differently than ours that we cannot even comprehend what
time looked like when Hashem created the world. He adds that
“Creation … is outside our world and outside our frame of
thought” Creation did not take place in time, and therefore we
cannot measure it or ever know how long it took God to create the
world. In general, our rabbis encourage and allow us to question
whether a day was a 24-hour day. This stays consistent with one
of the themes of this play: that we all have the right to learn,
question, and teach.
“Faith in the Face of Tragedy” by Shoshana Appelbaum
During one point in Inherit the Wind, Rachel mentions that
Cates no longer attends Church because an innocent young boy
was tragically killed. The question of why the good suffer and how
we can remain faithful even after hardship is an extremely
difficult and complex question in Judaism. There isn’t one single
answer that is agreed upon, but many different opinions.
Rav Soloveitchik says that human being are only given
difficulties in order for us to grow. Pain allows us to develop
character and form who we are as human beings. Without
difficulty, we wouldn’t grow as people. Some also say that God
gives us difficulties in order to test our faith, such as He did by
asking Avraham to sacrifice his only son. Others say that we as
humans simply cannot understand the decisions that God makes,
and that everything happens as a part of God’s greater plan, which
we do not know but must trust.
A prime example we see of suffering and faith in the
Tancach is the story of Iyov—a man that began living an amazing
life and was faithful to God. Because of this, Satan suggests to God
that Iyov is only faithful because of the greatness in his life. This
challenge causes God to rain tragedy down on Iyov. However,

Iyov remains faithful and loving to God, even when he is
experiencing so much pain. From this story we learn that in spite
of suffering, God’s love gives our lives meaning. Additionally, we
learn that each person gets what he or she truly deserves, if not in
this world, then in the world to come. As a result of this, we
cannot see our suffering on Earth as unjust, because as long as we
are truly good people, we will be rewarded after death.
“Evolution vs. Religion” by Joseph Korman
On the surface, it seems like Darwin’s Theory of Evolution
is a contradiction of religion. So much so that some ultraorthodox rabbis have banned science books about evolution. But
there are some Jews who completely reject the Torah’s account of
Creation, at least a literal interpretation of it. They visually
perceive the Bible as an ancient human document that cannot
provide a supplementary description of the world’s creation for a
person living in the 20th century. However, according to a rabbi I
spoke to in the area, “The Torah is not a science book but rather a
guide for moral, religious, and spiritual action and belief. What is
important for the religious individual is not the question of how
the world was created, but rather what does G-d, who caused the
universe to form in whatever manner it occurred, want from me?
How should I act and contribute to the world now that I exist?” In
other words, the question is not if the Torah is being contradicted.
Rather, it is about what should we do to contribute to the world
now that we already exist.
“Humans Descending from Apes” by Meira Goldman
Is Darwin's Theory of Evolution correct according to the
Torah? Did we come from old world apes? According to the
Rambam Maimonides Medical Journal, “There is no unique Jewish
perspective on evolution, as there should not be a singular Jewish
position on any other theoretical scientific issue.” According to
the Rambam Maimonides Medical Journal, Jewish people have
different takes on the evolutionary theory. Most Rabbis are not in
agreement but are okay with not knowing an answer. “As a
reflection of their wide interests beyond Halakha,” the journal
continues, “and as intellectually curious and educated members of
their respective societies, rabbis, throughout history, maintained

diverse opinions on scientific matters deeply rooted in their times
and environment.” The article also says that some Jewish
philanthropists who people would look to for answers don’t feel a
need to have an answer because it is just a theory. When it comes
down to it, there is not much of a contradiction between Darwin’s
theory and the Torah because G-d did not explain step-by-step of
how He created man, so Darwin could have been right.

Thank you for supporting Farber Hebrew Day School
by attending our Evening of the Arts event!

