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      November 19, 2021/ 15 Kislev 5782                                        Parshat  Vayishlach- Candle Lighting  4:49p.m. / Havdalah  

Important Dates: 

Davening & Donuts :  Sunday, November 21 at 9:00 a.m. 

Parent /Teacher Conferences: Tuesday, November 23 5:30—8:30pm 

Early Dismissal: Wednesday, November 24—2:00p.m. ECC, 2:15p.m. K-12 

No school: Thanksgiving, Thursday, November 25—Friday, November 26 

 

Dvar Torah—Parshat Vayishlach  Dr. Josh Levisohn 

Twice in this week’s parashah, Hashem tells Yaakov that he should call himself by a different name. Unlike the 
single letter shifts that characterized the changes to Avraham’s and Sarah’s names, Yaakov is supposed to 
take on an entirely different name: Yisrael. 
 

Yaakov’s name change is also different than his grandparents’ in that he continues to be referred to in the     
Torah as Yaakov even more than he is called Yisrael. However, this changes as the Torah refers to later     
generations much more commonly as Bnei Yisrael rather than the sons of Yaakov. As a nation, we have come 
to be identified almost exclusively with his new name.  
 
To understand what the new name signifies, we must understand his original name. He is first named as a    
result of his holding on to the ankle of Esav (the first meaning of the root e-ke-v), but his name is also            
associated with the idea of trickery - he pressured Esav to sell him the birthright and he tricked his father into 
giving him the first born’s blessing. He also survived Laban’s own deceitfulness by finding a way to play Laban’s 
own game and manipulate the situation so that he left Haran with a large family and great wealth. 
 
So the name Yaakov is not the most elevating of names. He is constantly striving to get ahead, but not through 
direct action - holding on to the heel, pretending to be Esav to get the birthright, figuring out the genetics of the 
sheep so that he could acquire a good deal of Laban’s new sheep.  
 

However, the name Yisrael stems from an interesting incident that takes place right before he is about to     
confront his brother Esav for the first time in decades. A mysterious man/angel wrestles with him when he is 
alone on the river bank - a fight that lasts all night and ends with Yaakov injured but victorious. At this point, the 
angel tells him that his name should become Yisrael. Rashi notes (a chapter later) that the name Yaakov     
connotes trickery and ambush, whereas the name Yisrael incorporates the word for a prince, a noble.  
 
The tussle with the angel seems like the first time in his life that Yaakov confronted a problem directly...not coin-
cidentally, right before he was going to meet his brother in person for the first time in many years. Wrestling with 
the angel demonstrates that Yaakov can meet his problems head on, that he need not slink around and try to 
find the most indirect way possible, and that this very characteristic is a princely, noble characteristic. This is the 
legacy that he must pass on to the nation that bears his name...and it is precisely the name Yisrael, not Yaakov, 
that identifies us as a people. 
 
There are times when circumstances don’t allow us to deal with all of the issues that we need to deal with in a 
completely forthright manner. But we should not mistake these situations for the ideal way to conduct our lives. 
Yaakov needed to wrestle with the angel - and then confront his brother Esav - to understand that and to 
change his identity from Yaakov, the trickster, to Yisrael - the noble, forthright, problem solving individual. We, 
the people of Israel, must strive to continue this forthright path and be recognized as a nation that is direct, 
forthright, honest and noble. Shabbat Shalom 
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Sara Rivka Friedman ES Highlights 

In learning to read Hebrew, one of First 
Grade’s favorite activities is the “Find the 
letter” and the first graders in Morah Libi’s 
class worked together to find every Zayin 
they could. 

 
 

 

 

 

The 6th graders worked in 

partnerships and groups to 

learn about Plate Techtonics. 

ECC Highlights 

With Thanksgiving AND Chanukah 

coming, the ECC is busy at work. 

However, they also took time to go 

outside and enjoy the mild November 

weather. 

Mrs. Klein’s Fifth Grade classes learned about 

Newton’s First Law of Motion—an object at rest will 

stay at rest and an object in motion will stay in    

motion unless acted on by an unbalanced force. 

They did all kinds of fun experiments with coins and 

bowling balls to demonstrate this law.  

MS Highlights 



Our Core 

Values 
 
 עבודת ה׳

Serving God 

Faith. Prayer. 

Compassion. 

 
תורה וחכמה 

Pursuit of 

Knowledge 

Life-long learning. 

Academic 

excellence. Critical 

thinking.   

 
כבוד הבריות 

Respect for Others 

Dignity. Respect. 

Chessed 

 
 מדינת ישראל

Israel 

Religious Zionism. 

National homeland. 

Modern Hebrew.  

 
אחריות 

Responsibility 

Leadership. 

Citizenship. 

Engagement. 
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Community Milestones  

We wish comfort to 
Sue (Michael) Barash, Moshe, Penina, and Yoni Barash on the loss of their father and grandfather, Rich-
ard Moss 

Darnell McGill on the loss of his father, Henry McGill 

 On a snowy, cold Sunday afternoon Farber families gathered to have hot dogs 

and watch the Detroit Lions play the Pittsburgh Steelers. Thanks to Naomi    

Gardin and Jenny Schwartz for all of their hard work! 

 

Some of the High School boys dressed 

up to enhance the MS boys’ learning of 

Hilchot Tzizit (and because they love 

Shtik!) (all participants are fully        

vaccinated and put their masks on after 

taking the picture.)  

HS Highlights 

A fun afternoon of hotdogs and football 

Shteig and Shtark Tuesday 

Rabbi Nemes, Rabbi 

Kosowksy, Ms. Drapinski, 

and Yael Oberman helped 

the 12th graders with     

Yeshiva/Seminary applica-

tions during grade meeting. 


