
  

FARBER CHAI LIGHTS 
A Weekly Bulletin from Farber Hebrew Day School  

 

      December 10, 2021/ 6 Tevet 5782                                         Parshat  Vayigash  - Candle Lighting  4:41 p.m. / Havdalah 5:47 p.m. 

Important Dates: 

Davening & Donuts:  Sunday, December 12th at 9:00 a.m. 

High School Visiting Day: Monday, December 13th 

Asara B’Tevet: Tuesday, December 14th: Early Dismissal (2:00p.m. - ECC, 2:15p.m. - K-12) 

Winter Break begins: Thursday, December 23 

 

 

Dvar Torah—Parshat Vayigash  Sharly Digadker 

In our Parsha, Parshat Vayigash, Yosef Ha-Tzaddik - serving as the right hand man to the 
king of Egypt - decides to reveal his identity to his brothers who come to Egypt following the 
famine that was taking place in Israel. In a dramatic moment, he reveals himself: “ אני יוסף

”, אחיכם אשר מכרתם אותי מצרימה “I am your brother Joseph whom you sold into Egypt.” 
The brothers fall silent and are afraid that he will take revenge on them for everything they 
have done to him. He reassures them and says: "I am your brother Joseph.” It is clear that 
he is their brother: do they know another Joseph? Why does he say that I am Joseph your 
brother? 
 
The Or HaChaim explained: Joseph is emphasizing that they should not be afraid. "I am your brother Joseph, 
who treats you with the degree of brotherhood, as if it wasn’t the case that you had sold me into slavery." He 
put everything behind, as if everything they did to him did not actually happen: throwing him into a pit, selling 
him into slavery, etc…or in our words, ruining the most beautiful years of his life. He ignored that and put     
everything behind and forgave them. 
 
Joseph’s words help us reflect on three thoughts about forgiveness:  

1.Forgiving is not ignoring the feeling of hurt or agreeing with the actions. Forgiveness is a choice, a choice to 
be the protagonist of the story and not the victim. 

 
2. Not forgiving someone is like our drinking poison and waiting for the other person to die. Forgiveness is 
mostly for us, not for someone else. 

 
3. The past is like a wound – if you mess with it all the time it does not heal. Allow time do its thing. 

 
 A guy who went through a very difficult time came to a wise man and asked for his advice. The sage said: 
“Take a teaspoon of salt, put it in a glass of water, and drink it. Can you drink it?” The man responded that it 
was very salty and hard to drink.  
“Now take the teaspoon of salt and put it in the lake, take a glass of water from the lake, and drink it. Can you 
drink it?” 
“Of course,” the man said. Why? 
The sage asked, “Isn’t the amount of salt the same?” 
“True,” said the man, “but it’s not the same amount of water.”  
The Sages taught us that sorrow is likened to salt and time to water. 
Let time do its thing. . . As it is said about Joseph: “And as if, there was no such thing” 
Think about who you can forgive, and do it. If only you would forgive yourself.   
Shabbat Shalom 
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Sara Rivka Friedman ES Highlights 

 
 

LASS (Language Arts and Social Studies) 6/7th grade students spent time in their Book 

Clubs. Each group discussed a different book with each student having a specific role 

within the group: Word Collector, Questioner, Connecter and Device Decoder. 

 

 

ECC Highlights 

 

MS Highlights 

The Kittens have been learning 

about and making all different 

kinds of puppets. 

Mrs. Wattenberg’s second and fourth grades are embarking on 12 days of kindness before 

Winter Break. Each day focuses on a different way the students can demonstrate kindness. 

They discuss and then they journal about those ideas. Each day the students are excited to 

share what they have done and how they can do their part to make the world a better place. 



Our Core 

Values 
 
 עבודת ה׳

Serving God 

Faith. Prayer. 

Compassion. 

 
תורה וחכמה 

Pursuit of 

Knowledge 

Life-long learning. 

Academic 

excellence. Critical 

thinking.   

 
כבוד הבריות 

Respect for Others 

Dignity. Respect. 

Chessed 

 
 מדינת ישראל

Israel 

Religious Zionism. 

National homeland. 

Modern Hebrew.  

 
אחריות 

Responsibility 

Leadership. 

Citizenship. 

Engagement. 
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Community Milestones  

Mazal Tov 
Rachel and Bryan Robbins on the birth of a baby girl, Leah Isabelle  
Maya (Greenberg) and Josh Dombroff and Sandra (Lowenberg) and Joey Greenberg on the birth of a 
daughter and granddaughter. Excited great-grandparents are Martin and Carol Lowenberg 
 

 

 

 

HS Highlights 

Teachers are loving our new SmartBoards! 

 
In the science lab for Mr. Barnes’ science class, students learned about the 

importance of expressing chemical reactions as balanced chemical     

equations as well as investigating the effects of temperature on chemical 

reaction rates.  

Thanks to a federal grant, Farber has been able to purchase new 

SmartBoards for each of our K-12th grade classrooms. Smart-

Boards allow for greater interactivity, greater flexibility in teaching, 

more creativity, and seamless integration of research, knowledge 

and learning. It even allows for some easy to use movement breaks 

for our Kindergartners! 


